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Your Lenten Journey
Fourth Sunday of Lent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 6, 10:00 am

Caiaphas Speaks

Fifth Sunday of Lent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 13, 10:00 am
Pilate Speaks

Palm/Passion Sunday Worship . . . . . . . March 20, 10:00 am
A Service of Lessons and Hymns

followed by Brunch in the Fellowship Hall

Maundy Thursday Worship. . . . . . . . . . . March 24, 7:30 pm
On this night, we remember the supper Jesus shared

with his disciples before his crucifixion.

Good Friday Tenebrae Service. . . . . . . . . March 25, 7:30 pm
Golgotha

featuring Judas, Peter, Pilate’s wife, a Roman soldier and John.
Bring the nail you used in your Lenten meditations to hammer to the cross.

Easter Sunday
March 27, 10:00 am
Come and share 

the Good News of Easter. 

You are invited to bring flowers for the floral cross
before 9:45 am.

If you need a ride to any worship service, 
please contact the church office.
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March Calendar
Weekly Activities

Sunday Peace Evangelical Church, Hall, 9:30 am
Hindi Urdu UMC, Sanctuary, 5:00 pm

Monday Senior Exercise Class, Hall, 9:00 am
Monday Narcotics Anonymous, Lounge, 8:00 pm

Tuesday Shower Ministry, 8:30 am - noon
Boy Scouts, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Tuesday Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 8:00 pm

Wednesday Men’s Stag AA meeting, Parlor, 7:00 pm
Thursday Choir rehearsal, Choir Room, 7:30 pm

Other Activities
Tuesday 1 Leisure Club, Lounge, 11:00 am

Saturday 5 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Denny's, 8:30 am
Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.

Tuesday 8 Administrative Committee, Library, 7:00 pm
Thursday 10 Bookends, Library, 9:15 am

Sarah Circle, Breakfast at Denny's, 9:30 am
Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.

Tuesday 15 Courier Deadline for April issue
Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, 10:00 am

Wednesday 16 Faith, Hope & Love, location TBA, 7:00 pm
Sunday 20 Palm Sunday Worship and Brunch

Thursday 24 Maundy Thursday Worship, Sanctuary, 7:30 pm
Friday 25 Good Friday Tenebrae Service, Sanctuary, 7:30 pm

Sunday 27 EASTER Sunday

Upcoming in April
Saturday 2 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Denny's, 8:30 am

Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.
Tuesday 5 Leisure Club, Lounge, 11:00 am

March Birthdays
10 Heidi Foreman

Steve Robertson
17 Helen Mackintosh
19 Erick Rodriguez
23 Evelyn Heim

Anita Parrinello
30 Kyle Finley
31 Byron McKibben

Anniversaries
2 George & Karen Grengs

11 Tom & Bettye Jo Nowlin
29 Roger & Nancy Johnson

If your special day is missing, 
please contact the church office.

6 Liz Rogers in honor of
Nancy’s birthday

13 Open
20 Roger and Nancy

Johnson, in honor of their
36th wedding anniversary

27 Easter plants
The flower calendar for 2016
is posted on the wall of the

parlor, next to the pass-
through from the kitchen. 

You are invited to sponsor the
altar flowers for a special

Sunday. 

Easter Plants
The Worship Ministry is again offering the
opportunity to sponsor a beautiful Easter lily
or Spring flowering plant to decorate the
Sanctuary for Easter Sunday. Your dedication
will be listed in the order of worship on
Easter. The cost is a modest $9 each. Order
forms will be included in worship bulletins. 
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March Meetings

Bookends
Thursday, March 10, 

9:30 am 
Church Library

Hostess: Midge Herder
Reviewer: Helen

Macintosh
Book: The Nightingale

Faith, Hope & Love
Wednesday, March 16

7:00 pm
Nancy Summers

23438 Canzonet Street,
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Sarah Circle
Thursday, March 10

9:30 am
Breakfast at Denny’s

8330 Topanga Canyon Blvd.
(north of Roscoe Blvd.)

Food In-Gathering
The First Sunday of every
month is an in-gathering of
food for the West Valley Food
Pantry. Please remember our
hungry neighbors and bring
non-perishable items for the
Pantry.

UMW Mission Team Meeting
March 3 at 10:00 am in Room 10. 

UMW General Meeting 
Thursday, March 17 at 9:30 am. 

Our program will be the Pledge service. The 2016 UMW Directories along
with the pledge cards have been distributed. Pledges can be given to Shirley
Thomson or Chandra Seeger, our Treasurer, or at the March General
Meeting. 

UMW Local Leadership Training
Chandra Seeger and Shirley Thomson attended the Leadership Training at
Northridge UMC on January 23. We learned that 10 churches are involved
in the UMW Reading Program, with 47 readers which they are hoping to
increase in the future. Simi Valley UMW has 12 youth & children involved
in the reading program. Suggestions are being requested for a new reading
banner, since we are now the North District instead of the Santa Barbara
District. 

5 Star Unit 
Once again our UMW unit has received
the 5 Star Certificate, which was
presented to us in January at the recent
UMW Officer Training at Northridge
UMC. This includes giving in 5
undesignated channels which are: World
Thank Offering, Pledge to Mission,
Special Mission Recognition, Gift in
Memory and Gift to Mission.

Claremont School of Theology
We are thrilled to learn that the 2016-2017
recipients of the Miriam M. Mason
Endowed Scholarship & Dr. Willie
Foreman Endowment Fund are Lacey
Soto – Master of Divinity & Timothy
Hunsiger – Master of Divinity.

Chandra Seeger receiving
the 5-Star Certificate

�  �  �  �  �



Preschool
February was “National Children’s Dental Health
Month.” The preschoolers had a visit from “Dr.
Joe,” a local children’s dentist, who told them how
to brush their teeth to keep their beautiful smiles.

In March we will have a parent seminar led by
Bonnie Geary, a wonderful family therapist who
has been coming to give interesting talks for many
years. We are so thankful to Bonnie for donating
her valuable time to come and help us get some
new perspectives on how to deal with daily
struggles of being parents!

We will start our Parent/Teacher conferences this
month. This is a great time for our parents to see
how their child is developing and what they need
to work on.  

We will be off for Spring break the end of the
month. We will come back and finish off our Spring
semester with lots of new beginnings.

Wendy

Dear FUMCCP,

Our family would like to
thank you for your love and
support for uplifting us in

prayers during this difficult time. Your kindness
and understanding is deeply appreciated and will
always be remembered.

Thank you, Pastor Lynn, for such a wonderful
Memorial Service for the Celebration of Rod’s Life.
You have allowed us to have a peaceful closure for
Rod to join our Lord.

Our sincere Thanks to all ! God bless.
The Mercado Family and the Mastrella Family

� � �

Dear Pastor Lynn,

Just wanted to drop you a quick thank you for
your kind visit while I was in the hospital. Your
words and compassion are so comforting. I wanted
you to extend my thanks to the Prayer Shawl
Ministry and congregation for their generous
words of healing.

With love, 
Lori and Ken Dimmick

� � �
Dear Pastor Lynn and members of FUMCCP,

Words alone cannot express the heartfelt thanks
this brings to you – for all you do – and all you did
to help make this journey possible!!

Love, peace and blessings always
SADAA Singers

Every obstacle we experienced during this
experience became Miracles & Blessings on our
journey to sing about faith, courage, hope &
strength. The support you provided was definitely
God directed, God inspired and well received. The
trip was an ultimate success and we attributed it to
the love and support we received from all of you! 

Thank you from the Sistahs

From the Mailbox

The Shower Ministry
would like to
acknowledge the
generosity of Nancy at
Hair Etc., 7138-5B

Shoup Ave, Canoga Park, for her donation of 3
large bags of hair and beauty products. It’s people
like her that really do make a difference.

When you are in need of a hair cut, why not call
Nancy at 818-400-1846?
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Tuesday, March 1
11:00 am…Lounge

Come enjoy St. Patrick’s Day with a
pot-luck lunch.

We will continue with our collection
for the Shower Ministry of food,
non-food items and socks.

Leisure
C

lu
b

Cheerfulness is the atmosphere
under which all things thrive. 

Jean Paul Richter

Frank Wilken
Elvira Deonik

Pastor Herb Lucas
Liana Burdsall
Ruth Albrecht
Martin Shuler

Robin Abernathy
Hope Schmidt
Stan Dimmick

Evelyn & Don Heim
LaDean Owen
Ted Jimenez
Linda Woods

Chuck Engberg
Ren Natali

MN

To receive Prayer Chain 
e-mails, please contact 
Robin Abernathy at

robingreenbird@yahoo.com
“cc” the church office at
FUMCCP@sbcglobal.net

Transportation
Ministry
If you need a ride to church,
or if you are  interested in
becoming a driver for the
transportation ministry,
please contact JoAnn
Chadwick-Ellis at 818-932-
9724 or Mary Mackay at
818-346-5872.

Dr. 
Tom’s

Thought

Leisure Club’s first crazy-socks winners
were Laurie Pomeroy and Donna Nall.

We also collected 40-50 pairs of white
socks for our shower ministry. 

Last
Month

One Great Hour of Sharing…Sunday, March 6, 2016

One Great Hour of Sharing is one of the six church-wide Special Sundays
with offerings. This offering enables UMCOR to live out its mission to
alleviate human suffering and respond to natural or human-caused
disasters. It’s your
gifts that make it
possible for
UMCOR to use
100% of all other
contributions on
the projects donors
specify, instead of
on administrative
or fundraising
costs.

Learn more at www.umcor.org
Please give generously.  



UMW Special Mission Recognition – Nancy Johnson
January 24, 2016

Our UMW unit presents a Special
Mission Recognition Award each
year to a deserving person for their
service to UMW, the church and in
other areas.

Nancy Johnson was born and
raised in a small farming
community in Nankipoo,
Tennessee. During her early school
years she recalls each school day
beginning with prayer and the
Pledge of Allegiance. Two churches
existed in the community – a
Baptist church and a Methodist
Church. When either church had
an event and/or it was cotton
pickin’ season anyone could leave school if they
wanted to. Nancy was her 8th grade class
valedictorian. In her early teens the family moved
to Battle Creek, Michigan where her father was
employed at the VA Hospital. Living on the
hospital grounds, she was bused to school in town.
The kids who became her friends have remained so
to this day. At 17 she graduated from Battle Creek
Central High School and attended Michigan State
University for a year. While in her late teens she
and a friend in the middle of winter got into a car
and drove to California. Within a week of their
arrival in Los Angeles she had a job at Hughes
Aircraft Company as a clerk typist. She enjoyed her
job and spent lunch hours at the beach.

Nancy married in 1955 and in a few years gave
birth to their first daughter, Laura, and a couple of
years later another daughter, Susan, came along.
The family moved to Canoga Park and in 1966
joined Canoga Park First United Methodist Church.
She taught Sunday School and was a MYF
Counselor for several years. Using her secretarial
skills, she took detailed minutes at various
committee meetings, as well as serving on
numerous committees over the years. Some of these
committees were Trustees, Church Council, Finance
and Nominations Committee, as it was previously

known. For several years she was
the Lay Leader to the Annual
Conference. 

Unfortunately, in the mid-70’s
Nancy became a single mother. A
few years later her eldest
daughter, Laura, contracted heart
disease and her life changed
drastically. The church helped
care for Laura at home while
Nancy continued to work. The
church really made a difference. A
day was set aside to help raise
funds for the healthcare of Laura
as she recovered from a heart
transplant. The church continued

to help manage her daughter’s life through her
recovery. 

Amidst all of this Nancy met a young engineer at
work, fell in love and they subsequently married.
She continued to advance in her career until she
took early retirement in 1989 from the company
where she first went to work when coming to Los
Angeles. After taking a short time off Nancy began
a new job as assistant to an executive vice president
of Universal Studios, where she worked for several
years. Upon her retirement from the Studio she
volunteered at Sepulveda UMC, serving
Thanksgiving dinners to the homeless and other
folks in need. Both Nancy and Roger continue to be
active members of the church and are grateful to
God for arranging their lives together and grateful
to this church for their love, support and the
opportunities to serve God in so many ways.

For many years Nancy has served on the Memorial
Committee and upon the passing of Delores Butler,
a few years ago, Nancy took over the
acknowledgement of Memorial Fund donations. 

Nancy joined UMW and Sarah Circle around 1986
and has remained an active member of both. She is
often  asked to play the piano so we can enjoy
singing a hymn to open our General Meetings.



Nancy is always willing to drive members to the
doctors, hospital and for other things no matter the
hour of the day. She keeps in contact with members
and former members through visits, writing notes or
sending cards which she loves to do.

A Scholarship Fund was founded by the church in 1985
in memory of Nancy’s daughter Laura Longman. This
year’s scholarships will be presented on Easter Sunday.

Book Review
The Bookends Circle book selection for January
was Go Set a Watchman, by Harper Lee,
reviewed by Doris Hood. A summary of the
review follows.

In To Kill a Mockingbirdwe meet Jean Louise, or
“Scout,” the six-year-old daughter of Atticus
Finch. Atticus is a highly principled attorney
who successfully defends a black man accused
of raping a white woman in a town filled with
racist hatred. 

In the new book, Jean Louise, now 26, returns
home from New York City and finds herself
once again in the courtroom watching her
defense attorney father, Atticus Finch, but this
time she sees “a changed man,” an
“unrepentant segregationist,” convinced of
white superiority and whom she feels has
betrayed his principles shamefully. Jean Louise
sees the ugliness and hatred active in the town,
which force her to confront her own prejudices.

Other characters such as Calpurnia, the former
maid of the Finch household, give voice to the
civil rights movement of the 1950’s while some
echo the segregationist position. The book is
worth reading although it ends with a lengthy
lecture-like passage, which detracts from the
important message inherent in the story itself.

Go Set a Watchman has been controversial in
many ways, beginning with its very origin. The
question of whether it was a rejected first draft
of To Kill a Mockingbird or a failed sequel
continues to play a role in commentaries. In
general, book reviews have not been positive.
Interested parties anxious to reap the windfall
of another blockbuster have pushed
publication.

It is difficult not to compare Go Set a Watchman
with To Kill a Mockingbird. Mockingbird is an
American classic. That has not, nor will it,
happen with Go Set a Watchman. Jean Louise
could not go home again. I believe neither
could Harper Lee.

Congratulations to Henry Willauer
on achieving his lifelong dream.

Henry has been a lifelong member of the First United
Methodist Church of Canoga Park since he started
attending the church’s preschool at the age of 4. After
many years in Cub Scouts, Henry joined the church’s
Boy Scout Troop, Troop 474. 

That summer the troop went for a week-long camp-out
at Emerald Bay, a remote Boy Scout summer camp on
Catalina Island. The following year he volunteered to
work at the camp during the summer, beginning his
career with the BSA. After working at Emerald Bay for
several years, he was hired to be Scoutcraft director,
where he and his team taught scouts outdoor skills
such as knots, orienteering and wilderness survival. 

In 2010 Henry got an opportunity to go to Philmont
Scout Ranch, the Boy Scouts’ premier high adventure
summer camp. For twelve days Henry and his crew
learned how to survive with only the supplies they
had in the 50-pound packs they carried. 

On returning from Philmont, Henry knew that he
wanted to devote his life to supporting the Boy Scouts. 

The next year Henry enrolled in Colorado State
University – Pueblo where he majored in Outdoor
Leadership. During the summers he worked at
Philmont teaching scouts rock climbing and
emergency search and rescue skills in remote sections
of the ranch. 

Upon receiving his Bachelor of Science degree, Henry
applied for several jobs with the Boy Scouts. Henry has
accepted a District Executive position with the Silicon
Valley, Monterey Bay Council, based in San Jose. 
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Our scout troop 474 participated in the morning
worship and then served up a great pancake breakfast
for the congregation. They are raising money for a big
trip to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. If you
missed the chance to financially support them on Scout
Sunday, a check made payable to the church with a
memo that it is for our troop, will find its way to them.

Boy Scout Sunday, February 14

Michael Tran reads the scripture lesson


