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Heart to Heart
Last month, I celebrated my eighteenth wedding anniversary with a man
who is the answer to prayer. This is how it happened. For over sixteen
years, I prayed for a companion with whom to share life. God had been
silent.

I was teaching a class that shared the discipline of praying for one another. I
asked them to pray for laughter for me. What I meant by this, and I
explained it very carefully, was that I would grow in my ability to use
humor in my sermons.

God heard all those prayers, laughed at the fun of it, and sent along Stan
who is a wonderful companion, the cause of much laughter and joy, and
occasionally even the source of humor in my sermons.

Sometimes this is the way God works in our lives. We think God has not
heard a thing we have said. And then God gives more than we asked or
better than we asked.

My childhood was difficult. Once upon a time I asked God to take away
some painful memories. God did not take them away. But God did heal the
pain they caused. God gave better than I asked, because those experiences
have allowed me to be more helpful with some people than otherwise
would have been possible.

When I was in fifth grade, Mrs. Reece-Jones left the classroom. Before she
went out the door, she said, “I need to go to the principal’s office. I don’t
want to hear any talking, while I’m gone.” Well, we talked. We talked
loudly, so we did not hear her coming. But there was only one voice she
could distinguish – mine! I did not think it was fair that I was the only one
who got in trouble, when we all were talking. I remember wishing I had a
softer voice. But God knew I was going to need a strong voice to do the
work of a pastor. God gave better than I asked.

Maybe such times in your life have come to mind – times when God gave
more than you asked or better than you asked. I hope you will share them
with me.

Pastor Lynn Westover
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May Calendar
Weekly Activities

Sunday Peace Evangelical Church, Hall, 9:30 am
Hindi Urdu UMC, Sanctuary, 5:00 pm

Monday Senior Exercise Class, Hall, 9:00 am
Monday Narcotics Anonymous, Lounge, 8:00 pm

Tuesday Shower Ministry, 8:30 am - noon
Boy Scouts, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Tuesday Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 8:00 pm

Wednesday Men’s Stag AA meeting, Parlor, 7:00 pm
Thursday Choir rehearsal, Choir Room, 7:30 pm

Other Activities
Tuesday 3 Leisure Club, Lounge, 11:00 am

Saturday 7 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Denny's, 8:30 am
Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.

Elvera Deonik’s Memorial Service, 2:00 pm
Sunday 8 Mother’s Day

Tuesday 10 Administrative Committee, Library, 7:00 pm
Thursday 12 Bookends, Library, 9:30 am

Sarah Circle, Breakfast at Denny's, 9:30 am
Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.

Sunday 15 Pentecost 
Wear RED to symbolize the coming of the spirit
Courier Deadline for the June issue

Tuesday 17 Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, 10:00 am
Home Town Buffet Fundraiser (see page 5)

Wednesday 18 Faith, Hope & Love, Home of Chandra Seeger, 
6625 Maplegrove, Oak Park

Sunday 22 Peace with Justice Sunday (special offering)
Monday 30 Memorial Day, church office closed

Upcoming in June
Saturday 4 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Denny's, 8:30 am

Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.
Tuesday 7 Leisure Club, Lounge, 11:00 am

Saturday 11 Wedding of Jackie Robertson & Joshua Gardner,
11:00 am (see page 4)

June 16-18 Annual Conference, Redlands

May Birthdays
4 Robin Abernathy

Jessie Satterlee
5 Donna Nall
7 Kaye Hall

Carolyn Lottman
Julie Mosley

9 Betty Allen
11 Irma Santos
14 Joseph Buttemeier

Wendy Finley
Bill Satterlee
Flora Wilhelm

17 Nancy Johnson
18 Alexandra Tallas
23 Garett Finley

Linda Woods
25 Virginia Scannell
26 Diane Mountford
27 Lea Rosario 

Anniversaries
24 George and Irene Miller
If your special day is missing, 
please contact the church office.

1 JoAnne McColloch, in
honor of Paul & the Choir

8 George Miller, in
celebration of George and
Irene's 36th Anniversary 

15 Connolly and Alderman
Families, in memory of
Robert C. Connolly 

22 Open
29 Libby Bennett, in loving

memory of Floyd.



Reading Program
The North District Newsletter
reports that they were 2nd in
the Conference in percentage of
readers in the reading
program. An additional award
from the California-Pacific

Conference went to the North District, who had the highest participation
in the Children-Youth Reading Program. Simi Valley UMW had 12 youth
and children who each read five books from the children and youth books
list as part of the reading program.

Correspondence
I want to express my deep appreciation for the prayers, cards, telephone
calls and the goodies given to me while in hospital, rehab at Canyon Oaks
and at home for a knee replacement. I am grateful to Nancy Summer for
all she has done for me while in all three venues. Also thanks to the
O’Connors for providing a dinner which lasted me several meals. I am
doing well and slowly getting around, but not driving yet. 

Thanks again and God Bless, Shirley
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April Meetings
Bookends

Thursday, May 12,
9:30 am 

Church Library
Hostess: Margaret Cates

Reviewer: Virgene Engberg
Book: Liar, Temptress, Soldier,

Spy

Faith, Hope & Love
Wednesday, May 18

7:00 pm
Home of Chandra Seeger, 

6625 Maplegrove
Oak Park

Sarah Circle
Thursday, May 12

9:30 am
Breakfast at Denny’s

8330 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
(north of Roscoe Blvd.)

Food In-Gathering
The First Sunday of every
month is an in-gathering of
food for the West Valley Food
Pantry. Please remember our
hungry neighbors and bring
non-perishable items for the
Pantry.

From Pacific Waves
Emma Evilsizer taught her granddaughter Betty how to sew, quilt, knit,
and cook. The thing Betty loved most was quilting. Long before she started
school, Betty was given scraps of material and a cardboard pattern. She
would draw around the pattern, cut out the material and hand sew the
pieces together. Later Grandma would machine sew them together into a
block. At a meeting of the Women’s Society of Christian Service at
Grandma’s, Betty saw the blocks she had made being sewn along with
others that the women brought to form a beautiful quilt. 

Grandma also taught Betty about WSCS. She told her that when women
work together for a common cause, they can change the world. In 2008
Betty formed a young girl’s UMW circle at her church, which she named
the Emma Circle, in honor of her Grandmother. Seven years have passed
since the start of Emma Circle. The girls are now young women and
continue in UMW, accepting positions at the local and district levels and
also General Board of Ministries. 

Betty Lopez attends Torrance First United Methodist Church with her
husband, Al. She continues quilting. In the past 10 years, Betty and her
quilting group have made 1,623 quilts for the Department of Family and
Children Services. She is also involved in making prayer quilts for
Torrance First UMC. 

Betty has held several positions within the United Methodist Women. In
January of 2016, she will become the first West District President of the
United Methodist Women. Emma’s legacy continues! 



Tuesday
May 3

11:00 am
Lounge

This meeting we will learn the history of the apron.
Wear your favorite apron to the meeting.

Bring a pot luck to share.
As always, we are collecting food, non-food items

and socks for our shower ministry.

Leisure
C

lu
b Preschool

We just finished school pictures and all
Parent/Teacher conferences are over for this year.
Spring semester is in full swing!

We’ve let our Preschool families know that it’s time
to enroll in Summer Session, which runs 6 weeks,
starting the last week of June. We are also accepting
registrations for Fall semester, which will start in
August again this year due to the calendar changes
of LAUSD.  We get a lot of our students from
“word of mouth” and are pleased that we do have
a reputation for being such a good school. Let your
friends and neighbors know!

Wendy

The Kiwanis Club of Warner Center
invites you to their

ANNUAL YARD SALE &
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Saturday, May 14 … 7:00 am to 3:00 pm
Woodland Hills UMC
5650 Shoup Avenue

Yard sale: hand-picked treasures 
from their homes to yours

Pancake Breakfast: $6.00
(pancakes, sausage and beverage)

To purchase tickets in advance, 
please phone Linda Rice (818-999-2220)

Make checks payable to KCWC
Information at www.kiwaniswarnercenter.org

Jackie and Josh invite their church family to attend
their wedding in June. To RSVP please visit their

website at www.gardner2016.weebly.com.
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The Wilken family
Walter Deonik

Teddy Howell’s family
Pastor Herb Lucas

Ruth Albrecht
Martin & Margaret Shuler

Shirley Thomson
Jasper Hood

Hope Schmidt
Stan Dimmick

Don & Evelyn Heim
Ren Natalie
MN

To receive Prayer Chain 
e-mails, please contact 
Robin Abernathy at

robingreenbird@yahoo.com
“cc” the church office at
FUMCCP@sbcglobal.net

Transportation 
Ministry

If you need a ride to
church events, or if you

are interested in becoming
a driver for the 

transportation ministry,
please contact 

JoAnn Chadwick-Ellis 
at 818-932-9724 

or Mary Mackay 
at 818-346-5872.

Peace with Justice Sunday … May 22
Peace with Justice Offering helps to bring about reconciliation

In Arizona border towns, communities facing social challenges are
dramatically divided. In Liberian villages, citizens’ human rights are being
violated. In local U.S. communities, women and girls are being bought and
sold against their will.

Moved by Christ’s love to pursue
reconciliation and peace, honoring the
dignity of every individual made in
God’s image, the United Methodist
Church is unwilling to turn a blind eye
to injustice. The Peace with Justice
Sunday offering makes a difference.

Annual conferences keep half of the Special Sunday offering to fund local
peace with justice programs. The other half goes to the General Board of
Church & Society (GBCS) to help fund U.S. and global work in social action,
public-policy education and advocacy. Each year, GBCS awards grants to
peace with justice ministries around the world.

When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our
critical kingdom work in the world. Because you give:

* Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border
communities.

* United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the
denomination’s Social Principles to address social-justice issues.

* Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-
trafficking at home and abroad.

These initiatives, and hundreds of others, are possible because you give.
Please support Peace with Justice Sunday. Empower local Christians —
around the world — to build the kingdom of peace that Jesus ushered in. 

On Tuesday, May 17, we will be
having another fund-raiser at
Hometown Buffet in Fallbrook Mall. 

Ticket prices are $12.00 for lunch and
$15.00 for dinner. That includes your
beverage and dessert. 

Last October we had a great time 
dining with our fellow church family members. 

Plan to join us! 
Lunch hours are 11-3 and dinner 5-9.

Fun Fund-raiser



Dear First United Methodist
Church of Canoga Park,

I am honored and incredibly grateful to be
awarded a scholarship grant in memory of Laura
Longman. Thank you for your generosity that will
help me continue my education in teaching. 

Thank you again and may God continue to bless
you,

Sarah Snyder

Dear Canoga Park UMC,

Thank you so very much for this amazing award. I
feel so privileged to be chosen to honor Laura
Longman through my academic endeavors and
achievements.  Unfortunately, I will not be able to
attend church services on Easter Sunday in Canoga
Park because I will be in Colorado with my
university tennis team. However, my mother will
be attending with pride, as well as grandpa. I look
forward to coming to meet the congregation as a
Laura Longman scholar early in the summer after
final exams. 

Again, thank you so much.
God Bless, Analyssa

Dear Laura Longman Scholarship Committee,

I'd like to thank you again for everything. It's really
an honor to receive this award, and I'm very
thankful for your generosity. 

Thanks! Andrew Zesiger

To the Laura Longman Scholarship Committee;

Thank you for awarding me this scholarship. 
Best, Jaleshia Green

To the Laura Longman Scholarship Committee,

Thank you so much for this wonderful blessing. 

God bless, Nate Bowen

From the MailboxLaura Longman Memorial
Scholarship Awards
Six college students were awarded Laura Longman
Memorial Scholarships on Easter Sunday morning,
March 27, 2016. This is the thirty-second year
granting scholarship awards to well qualified
upper-class undergraduate students. To date 113
scholarship grants have been awarded to 90
different students for a grand total of $158,000.

Laura’s mother, Nancy Johnson, expresses her
gratitude to the congregation for making
contributions in memory or honor of their loved
ones, enabling us to share so generously with
deserving students. Contributions to this ministry
can be made at any time by making a check out to
the First United Methodist Church of Canoga Park
with a note designating the donation to the Laura
Longman Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory
or honor of your loved one. We thank you in
advance for the privilege of helping even more
youth through school.

This year’s winners were:

Nathan D Bowen is a junior at Western Michigan
University, studying Electrical Engineering. 

Jaleshia Green will be a junior at California State
University Northridge this fall, majoring in Public
Health.

Sarah Snyder will be a senior this fall at Grand
Valley State University, Allendale, Michigan,
majoring in Elementary Education / English.

Analyssa Rylie Tallas will be a senior at California
State University, Stanislaus this fall, majoring in
Biology.

Emily Willauer will be a senior this fall at the
University of Alaska – Southeast, studying English
Literature.

Andrew Zesiger will be a junior this fall at Kendall
College of Art and Design, Ferris State University,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, majoring in Digital
Media.

See photo on back cover



In Memoriam
We remember with gratitude the lives of three

members of our church family who died recently.
They lived long and rich lives. 

They kept the faith and finished the race.

Elvera Deonik
22 November 1925 –15 March 2016

Memorial service at 2:00 on Saturday, May 7

Teddy Howell, 
22 July 1921 – 26 March 2016
Services are being planned

Frank Wilken
15 November 1924 – 2 April 2016

Memorial service at 4:00 on Saturday, April 30

Dad
Son Loren Wilken wrote a beautiful tribute to his father
on his 90th birthday a couple of years ago. We regret
that there is only space for a few excerpts.

Dad is ninety years young today—with the
emphasis on young. Just four days ago he beat my
older brother Charlie and me in a round of golf at
the local pitch and putt. His smooth and steady
golf swing echoes his nature: reliable, easy-going,
and often connecting with the sweet spot. 

Dad is a real trooper, not just from World War II,
but in all of life: he always has your back, walks the
extra mile, and does not cower under trials and
tribulations. Complaining has no place in his
repertoire of rituals, whereas doing his workout
routine religiously every day does. He looks age
straight in the eyes and always seems to say “I can”
and “I will.” 

Ninety years young indeed—a young spirit has
always been a key part of dad’s essence. Even at
social gatherings with kids he had never met, it
was not unusual for them soon to be piled on his
lap giggling with delight at the mysterious jumping
of his “magic mouse” which seconds earlier had
been nothing more than a wrinkly handkerchief
pulled from his pocket. ” 

Dad has always been one of the most dutiful and
devoted persons I have ever known. Besides being a
hard worker at his veterinary hospital and taking
emergency phone calls all hours of the day and night,
he was an active member, often in a leading role, of
almost every organization he has been associated with:
church, church choir, rotary club, YMCA, the Society
for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop
Quartet Singing in America, and even a few political
campaign races. The list of his involvement with
nonprofit and world-saving organizations is too
numerous to mention but some of the highlights for
me were trips to Mexico to bring food and clothes to
the needy, trips to American Indian Reservations to
bring gifts for Christmas, working the YMCA
Christmas tree lot, interracial camps, YMCA snow
trips, and walks for hunger; one of these walks, my
dad stood by my side as he helped and encouraged me
to actually complete the 20 or 30 mile loop. Dad also
volunteered for the Heifer Project and went to Central
America to vaccinate cows; he and mom went to the
Soviet Union during the cold war times to see and
know the faces and personalities of this nation that was
deemed “the enemy” by the geopolitical whims of the
time. Dad and mom have always given generously of
their resources, both in monetary support and by
offering their time, to all sorts of worthy organizations.

In an ideal world, every son or daughter would feel
like their dad is the best dad in the world, and ideally
they would all be right! In my case, I believe dad is
truly an ideal candidate for such an honor. They say
that a person’s true character often comes out for better
or worse during difficult times. I would say that being
a prisoner of war would constitute difficult times. How
did my dad respond? He kept a bible in his pocket and
hid a small pocketknife in the lining of his uniform.
How did he use the bible? He held weekly
inspirational services with the prisoners. How did he
use the knife? He used it to cut up a loaf of bread into
equal pieces so that all the prisoners could get a fair
share. I am so appreciative of my dad for the values of
playfulness, kindness, fairness, duty, determination,
and adventure that he has exemplified on a daily basis
as well as the vast love and support that he always
gives so freely.
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