
Pastor 
Lynn Westover

Preschool Director
Wendy Finley

Music Director/
Accompanist

Paul Cady

Christian Education
Director

Margaret Cates

Administrative 
Assistant

Julie Mosley

Courier Layout
Sharon Mountford

Resident Bishop
Grant Hagiya

North District 
Superintendent
Rev. Jim Powell

The Courier
First United Methodist Church of Canoga Park

22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91307-2396
Telephone: 818.340.2950 e-mail address: crossandflame@att.net

website: www.umccp.org Preschool: 818.340.6639
Welcome to First Church where everyone is either our friend or family.

Sunday Worship at 10:00 amDecember 2016

Heart to Heart
In The Mood of Christmas, Howard Thurman writes, “This is the season of
Christmas. For many people, in many places, it is a time of great pressure and
activity, a time when nerves are tense, and when a great deal of anxiety hovers
over the common life. And this is just the reversal of what the mood and the
meaning of Christ really are.”

Then, he suggests that those of you who care deeply about the meaning of
your own lives do two things during this season. This Christmas, I encourage
you to do the second thing.

Thurman invites us to do what he calls a simple thing: “Will you with your
imagination, with your fancy, will you conjure up into your minds a gift of
grace that you might give to someone for whom you have no obligation,
someone whose need is not so great that if you don’t respond to it during this
season you will feel guilty – but someone upon whom you might confer a
private blessing. It may be just to pick up the telephone and call someone
whose life is not tied to yours in any way, but someone about whom you
know something and with this knowledge as a background you say a word of
reassurance, of comfort, of delight, of satisfaction – so that you will feel that
out of the fullness of your own heart, you have conferred upon some
unsuspecting human being a gentle grace that makes the season a good and
whole and hale and happy time.”

Let me know how it goes.
Pastor Lynn Westover

Advent Study
Down to Earth, by Mike Slaughter & Rachel Billups

A virgin birth. God’s son…a helpless baby. Fleeing certain
death. Nothing about the Christmas story is ordinary. Mike
Slaughter says it’s enough to confound the mind and make the
heart contrite. Down to Earth, a four-week Advent study, opens
up God’s Christmas surprise to us and examines how it
changed everything. Pastor Lynn Westover will lead the class at 11:30 am on
Sundays, November 27, and December 4, 11, and 18. Books will be provided.
If you prefer an E-book, it is available from Cokesbury.com.



2

December Calendar
Weekly Activities

Sunday Peace Evangelical Church, Hall, 9:30 am
Hindi Urdu UMC, Sanctuary, 5:00 pm

Monday Cub Pack, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Monday Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 8:00 pm

Tuesday Shower Ministry, 8:30 am - noon
Boy Scouts, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Tuesday Narcotics Anonymous, Hall, 8:00 pm

Wednesday Men’s Stag AA meeting, Parlor, 7:00 pm
Thursday Choir rehearsal, Choir Room, 7:30 pm

Other Activities
Saturday 3 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Denny’s, 8:30 am

Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.
UMW Silver Tea, Fellowship Hall, 1:00 pm

Sunday 4 Advent Study, Sanctuary, 11:30 am
Dessert Musicale, Fellowship Hall, 6:00

Tuesday 6 Leisure Club, Lounge, 11:00 am
Thursday 8 Sarah Circle, Denny’s, 9:30 am

Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.
Bookends, Cheesecake Factory, 11:30 am

Sunday 11 Advent Study, Sanctuary, 11:30 am
Tuesday 13 Administrative Committee, Library, 7:00 pm

Thursday 15 Courier Deadline for input for the January issue
Sunday 18 Christmas Music from around the World, 10:00 am

Advent Study, Sanctuary, 11:30 am
Tuesday 20 Prayer Shawl Ministry, Library, 10:00 am

Wednesday 21 Faith, Hope & Love, Olive Garden, 6:30 pm
Friday 23 Office closed

Saturday 24 Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary, 7:00 pm
Sunday 25 Christmas Day Service, Sanctuary, 10:00 am

Monday 26 Office closed
Saturday 31 New Year’s Eve

Upcoming in January
Sunday 1 New Year’s Day worship, 10:00 am

Monday 2 Office closed
Tuesday 3 Leisure Club, Lounge, 11:00 am

Saturday 7 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Denny’s, 8:30 am
Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.

Birthdays
3 Margaret Shuler
6 Charles Engberg
7 Dawn Hromadka

10 Verda Longan
11 Christopher Guerrero
12 Mina Foreman
13 George Miller
14 Joseph Dedinas

Amy Kelly
Charyl Patterson

18 Lori Dimmick
Anthony Hernandez

20 Patricia Eaton
Diana Willson

24 LaDean Owen
29 Del DeShazo
30 Patricia Connolly

Jim Smith
31 Francis Leslie

Anniversaries
2 Herb & Amanda Lucas 
5 William & Erin Landrum

27 Jasper & Doris Hood
29 Nancy & Lee Summer

If your special day is missing, 
please contact the church office.

4 Virgene Engberg in
celebration of Charles
Engberg’s 94th birthday

11 Anita & Louis Parrinello
in celebration of
Christopher Guerrero’s,
birthday

18 Christmas Sunday,
Poinsettias will decorate
the Sanctuary

25 Christmas Day, open
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November Circles
Bookends

Thursday, December 8
11:30 am

The Cheesecake Factory

Faith, Hope & Love
Wednesday, December 21

6:30 pm
Olive Garden
on Fallbrook

Sarah Circle
Thursday, December 8

9:30 am
Breakfast at Denny’s

8330 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
(north of Roscoe Blvd.)

Angel Tree
Our annual Angel Tree was placed in
the Parlor on November 20. It contains
the names of children provided to us by
the Department of Children & Family
Services through the Adopt-A-Child-
Abuse Caseworker program. December
11 will be the last day to bring in your
gifts. We hope you will participate in
this program by taking an angel and
purchasing a gift ($25 or less). Contact
Shirley Thomson, the liaison for our
church with DCFS, at 818 348-0414, if
you have any questions.

UMW Annual Christmas Silver Tea
Saturday, December 3

1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

All are invited: mothers, daughters,
grandmothers, granddaughters, sisters, aunts,
friends and neighbors. Some husbands enjoy
attending. There will be beautiful decorations,

lots of pretty tea sandwiches and cookies and plenty of time for visiting.
Come and enjoy musical entertainment and fellowship. UMW women are
encouraged to donate finger foods. A freewill offering will be taken for
our Good Samaritan Fund. RSVP to Grace Leighton at 818 267-7567 or by
e-mail jleigh2128@aol.com.

You are encouraged to
bring non-perishable food

items on the first Sunday of
every month. 

Your much-appreciated
contributions are taken to

the West Valley Food
Pantry for distribution to

their clients.

January Meeting
UMW Mission Team

January 5, 2017 at 10:00 am
Room 10

Recycling for Glasses
Dana Dreyfuss is a volunteer at West Hills Hospital. She wants
you to know that they have a program of gathering old
eyeglasses, which are distributed to those who need them
through the Lions Club. If you have any pairs of glasses which
are no longer the prescription for you, please speak to Dana.



Preschool News
The year is flying by! At Preschool we measure the
passing time by the different holidays that we
observe, starting with Halloween, then
Thanksgiving and now getting ready for Christmas.

We had a lovely Thanksgiving Feast, with each of
the children responsible for bringing a small part of
it, and helping to cook some of the dishes.  All the
classes gathered together for this communal lunch.
We talked about what it means to be thankful. We’d
like to thank Pastor Lynn, who led us in prayer
before we ate. 

We’re looking forward to singing for the Leisure
Club on Tuesday, December 6th, at their Christmas
get-together.

Our Christmas program will be Wednesday,
December 14th at 11 am in the church sanctuary. We
invite you to attend. It will warm your heart.

The last day of school for us will be Friday,
December 16th. We will return on Monday, January
9th to start the new year!

Wendy

Tuesday
December 6

11:00 am
Lounge

We look forward to our traditional Christmas party
with the children from the Preschool bringing us
their Christmas songs led by Robert Lamb on the
guitar.

Bring a potluck dish to share.

Leisure

C
lu
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Bible Presentations
On November 20, Bibles were presented to the
following children:

Shawn Alvarado Dominic Bautista
Alondra Laguna Anneliese Laguna
Andrea Leslie Darwin Villacisneros
Benjamin Villareal, III Dante Wilson (absent)

The students in 2nd through 7th grade received
children’s bibles. The students age 13 and older
received teen Bibles.

Margaret Cates
making the

Bible
presentations.



Wednesday, December 14, 11:00 am
Sanctuary

Preschool Christmas Presentation
You are invited to come to the
children’s Christmas program, a
highlight of the season.

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18
Choral Message

The choir music selection this
year tells the Christmas story in
a wonderful variety of styles:
French, African, Gospel,
contemporary and traditional.
You will be blessed.

Advent Study, Sanctuary, 11:30 am

Saturday, December 24, 7:00 pm
Lessons and Carols
A quiet and reflective
candlelight service of music and
readings will help you focus on
the coming of Christ into the
world.

Sunday, December 25, 10:00 am

Christmas Day 
Worship

First Sunday of Advent, November 27
Advent Study, Sanctuary, 11:30 am
Hanging of the Greens, 2:00 pm

Saturday, December 3, 1:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
UMW Silver Tea

Come one, come all for a delightful
tea, good fellowship and musical
entertainment. A freewill offering
will be received for our Good
Samaritan Fund. RSVP: Grace
Leighton at 818 267-7567 or
jleigh2128@aol.com.

Second Sunday of Advent, December 4
Advent Study, Sanctuary, 11:30 am

Dessert Musicale
Fellowship Hall, 6:00 pm

Entertainment by the young singers of the San
Fernando Valley Youth Chorus and your selection of
a fabulous dessert. Reservations by November 29,
818-340-5084 or smountford@socal.rr.com.

Tuesday, December 6, 11:00 am
Lounge

Leisure Club Christmas Luncheon
Potluck lunch and a Christmas program 

by the children of the Preschool. 
RSVP: Lora O’Connor, 818-887-9931

Third Sunday of Advent, December 11
Advent Study, Sanctuary, 11:30 am

20 16



UMCmarket
This online portal is
designed for United
Methodists to shop online
at a variety of retailers
who will donate to our local church. A percentage
of every dollar you spend is contributed to the
church. 
Visit umcmarket.org, establish your free, online
account and support your church with every online
purchase you make at these participating retailers.

The Laura Longman Memorial Scholarship
Committee begins its 33rd season by announcing
the availability of scholarship grants to students
who will be a junior or senior in college in the Fall
of 2017. At least one $1000 scholarship grant will be
given on Easter Sunday, April 16th, 2017.

Applications are available beginning Sunday,
December 4th from the First United Methodist
Church office in Canoga Park. Completed
applications must be returned to the church office
by Friday, February 17th, 2017 to be considered.

The Laura Longman Memorial Scholarship is given
in loving memory of Laura Lynn Longman (1958 –
1984) who grew up in First United Methodist
Church of Canoga Park. Laura was a vital member
of our youth group, served as liturgist, sang in the
choir, taught Sunday school and was well-known
by most members of the church. As a young adult
she contracted heart disease and eventually
underwent an experimental heart transplant. She
was the 176th successful heart transplant patient at
Stanford University Medical Center. She returned
to the life she loved as a college junior majoring in
Biochemistry at San Francisco State University. It
was there, in her classroom that Laura died at the
age of 25. Laura’s family and friends in the First
United Methodist Church founded the Laura
Longman Memorial Scholarship as a living
memorial to celebrate her life and her love of

Christmas Pendants 
Trish Simmons has contracted  with
a local artist to make Christmas
pendants for our church to sell as a
fundraiser. These lovely pendants
are available in four different
designs: Christmas Tree, Ornament,
Gift Box, and Snowflakes. They are handmade by
artist Rachel Moore, and your $15.00 donation goes
to the church. Call or email Trish at 818-348-2426 or
e-mail her at trishbaker7@gmail.com. 

learning The first scholarship grants were given on
Easter Sunday, 1985. Since then 113 Scholarship
grants have been awarded to 90 individual
students for a grand total of $158,000.

To the student who will be a junior or senior in the
Fall of 2017 and who has a grade point average of
2.75 of 4.0 or better, we invite you to consider
applying for this scholarship. You will give our
congregation the opportunity to help you in your
college endeavor. It will give you the opportunity
to receive a grant of at least $ 1,000 toward your
scholastic expenses. Recent grants have been more
generous. Request an application from the First
United Methodist Church of Canoga Park office by
calling (818) 340-2950 as soon as you can. Complete
the application and return it to the church office not
later than February 17th, 2017 for consideration.

Contributions may be made to this scholarship
fund in memory of Laura Longman, or in memory
or honor of your family member or friend. Please
make your check payable to the First United
Methodist Church of Canoga Park with a memo
designating the Laura Longman Memorial
Scholarship fund. If appropriate, attach a note that
this contribution is in memory or honor of [a
special person]. Your donation may be tax
deductible. One hundred percent of your donation
will be invested in scholarship benefits for
students. We thank you in advance for your
participation.

Laura Longman Memorial Scholarship
2017 Applications Available December 4
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Darren
Betty May

Dixie Smith
Chris Westover

Irene Zelaya
Jasper & Doris Hood

Helen Mackintosh
Betty Allen

Robin Abernathy
Jennifer Waters
Evelyn Heim 

Joe Buttemeier
Ruth Albrecht

Martin & Margaret Shuler
Barbara & Stan Dimmick

Ted Jimenez
Chuck Engberg
LaDean Owen
Coral Harper

MN

To receive Prayer Chain 
e-mails, please contact 
Robin Abernathy at

robingreenbird@yahoo.com
“cc” the church office at
crossandflame@att.net

Gary Dickey is Retiring
After 48 years in the Methodist
ministry, Gary will be retiring in
style. Put this on your new 2017
calendar. 

Saturday, June 24, 6:00 pm
The Air Force One Pavillion
Reagan Presidential Library

The evening festivities include a
reception, tour of Air Force One

and a seated dinner under the wings of the famous plane.

If you wish to receive an invitation to the event, send your name and
address to Vinia Pavlath at Vinia@umcwv.org before January 1.

Our Church Directory is Ready
Mary Mackay

It has taken longer than expected to put the final touches on the directory,
but it is indeed ready. Many thanks to our photographers Trish and Grant
Simmons and Sharon Mountford and to all of you who have taken part.
This was our first attempt at producing a “home grown – in house”
pictorial directory. We are indebted to our multi-talented Sharon for the
many hours she has spent working through the challenges of this project.
Distribution began on November 27. If you have not received your copy see
me to pick up yours. Copies will be mailed to our far-flung friends who
wished to participate in the project.

We hope you will use this directory to put together the names with the faces
of our church family.

New Members Received November 20
Jim & Marie Smith

Marie was born in New York and moved to
Southern California at the young age of 1-½.
Jim is a native Californian born in Santa
Monica. They resided in Simi Valley for
about 30 years before moving to the Canoga
Park area. Marie and Jim met through a
mutual friend and have been married for 37
years. When they first came to worship
here, they were impressed by our friendly
and welcoming congregation and decided
to join our church family. They are very happy to be members here at First
United Methodist Church of Canoga Park.

Answer to Last
Month’s Puzzle

Vote for the person you
judge most worthy. 
Speak no evil of the

person you vote against.

John Wesley



Christmas Poinsettias
You are welcome to sponsor a

poinsettia to decorate the
sanctuary for Christmas.

Plants are $ 9.00 each. Orders
are due by December 4. You

may leave your poinsettias for
Christmas Day service, or take your

plant(s) home after Christmas Eve worship. If you
have more plants than you wish to have at home,
consider visiting one of our shut-ins with these
cheerful Christmas heralds. Inserts have been
included in recent worship bulletins. If you do not
have a form, please call the church office to place
your order by December 2.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF CANOGA PARK
22700 Sherman Way
West Hills, CA 91307-2396
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Christmas Music from
Around the World
Sunday, December 18,
10:00 am worship

Stewardship Update
This year's Stewardship Program has been a great
success. Looking toward 2017, FUMCCP has
already received 48 individual pledges, for a total
of $103,462.00.

With this generous figure in hand, various
committees are already planning our work and
ministry in the West San Fernando Valley for the
coming year, as well as scheduling campus facilities
upkeep.

The Stewardship Committee most sincerely thanks
everyone for supporting our church and our
mission.

Transportation Ministry
If you need a ride to church events, or if you are
interested in becoming a driver for the
transportation ministry, please contact JoAnn
Chadwick-Ellis at 818-280-6441 or Mary Mackay at
818-346-5872.

And a Very Merry
Christmas to one and to all!


