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Welcome to First Church where everyone is either our friend or family.

Sunday Worship at 10:00 amOctober 2018

New UM Hymnal Expected
A new UM hymnal is expected in 2020. Work on this groundbreaking revision
of The United Methodist Hymnal began last fall. The new hymnal will be
significantly different from the traditional printed hymnal, with a much deeper
and broader scope of material and delivery methods.

The current hymnal, published in 1989, includes four major sections with a
limited number of hymns, songs, acts of worship, services, and prayers. The
2020 UM hymnal will potentially contain thousands of items in these same
categories.

The Hymnal Revision Committee will select from previously published
resources, including the current hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and many other
collections, as well as from contemporary music, hymns, songs, and prayers
submitted for consideration.

New delivery methods will make it possible to include the many additional
resources. Rather than one print version of the hymnal that is the same for all
churches, each United Methodist congregation will be able to have a
customized print version, if they choose.

A core of material, which will be present in every print version of the hymnal,
can be augmented with selections from the supplemental material.

The Rev. Junius B. Dotson, General Secretary (CEO) of Discipleship Ministries,
said, “Revising our church hymnal, especially by adding the songs and prayers
that define worship for United Methodists of all ethnic and cultural
backgrounds, will help our congregations expand relationship-building and
discipleship-making into their communities.”

Commission on a Way Forward 
Final Report

The final report of the Commission on a Way Forward has been released and
will be presented to the 2019 Special Session of General Conference. 

Contact the church office to receive a copy.
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October Calendar
Weekly Activities

Sunday Peace Evangelical Church, Hall, 9:30 am
Hindi Urdu UMC, Sanctuary, 5:00 pm

Monday Cub Pack, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Monday Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 8:00 pm

Tuesday Shower Ministry, 8:30 - 11:00 am
Boy Scouts, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 7:30 pm

Wednesday Men’s Stag AA meeting, Parlor, 7:00 pm
Thursday Choir rehearsal, Choir Room, 7:30 pm

Narcotics Anonymous Study Group, Lounge, 6:30 pm
Friday Girl Scouts, email: gsavl1896@gmail.com for details

Other Activities
Saturday 6 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Denny’s, 8:30 am

Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.
Sunday 7 World Communion Sunday, In-gathering of food for

the West Valley Food Pantry
Tuesday 9 Staff Parish Relations Committee, Library, 6:00 pm

Called Charge Conference, Library, 7:00 pm
Administrative Committee Meeting, Library, 7:15 pm

Thursday 11 Bookends, Library, 9:30 am 
Sarah’s Circle, Denny’s, 9:30 am

Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.
SFV Mission Area #3 Charge Conference, 

Sherman Oaks UMC, 6:30 pm
Sunday 14 Inspiration Sunday

Life Lessons from Philippians Adult Bible Study, Library,
11:30 am

Monday 15 Preschool Board meeting, Library, 1:00 pm
Courier Deadline for November issue

Wednesday 17 Faith, Hope & Love, Library, 7:00 pm
Sunday 21 Celebration Sunday, return pledge cards

Adult Bible Study, Library, 11:30 am
Sunday 28 Gratitude Sunday

Adult Bible Study, Library, 11:30 am

Upcoming in November
Saturday 3 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Denny’s, 8:30 am

Topanga Canyon Blvd., just north of Roscoe Blvd.
Sunday 4 All Saints Sunday

October Birthdays
2 Geraldine Allen

Jacqueline Gardner
P. J. Umphres

3 Susan Blaylock
4 Lirio Del Rosario

Marcela Rodriguez
Lauren Stipulkosky

5 Jane Card
7 Sarah Alderman

Jennifer Ervin
9 Paul Cady

Erin Landrum
10 Cathy Plucinik
13 Glynene Roe
14 Anne Archer
15 Lou Mountford
18 Walter Deonik

Barbra Schmidt
19 Trish Simmons
21 Russ Amico

Laverna Baker
22 Stan Westover
24 Paula Slatten
30 Beulah Hajek

Marie Smith

Anniversaries
6 Pat & Gerald Rowe

12 Bill Satterlee & 
Ginger Huston 

15 Tammy & Matt
Palmerlee

26 John & Cheryl
Willauer

If we do not recognize your
special days, please leave a

note for Julie in the office, so
that we may include them in

the future.
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Bookends
Thursday, October 11

9:30 am
Church Library

Book: 
A House in the Sky 

by Amand Lindquist
Reviewer: Evelyn Heim.
Hostess and Devotions:

Margaret Cates

Sarah Circle
Thursday, October 11

9:30 am
Breakfast at Denny’s

8330 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
(north of Roscoe Blvd.)

Faith, Hope & Love
Wednesday, October 17

7:00 pm
Church Library

Program: Anita Parrinello
and Grace Leighton

Hostess: Lora O’Connor

UMW California-Pacific Conference Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 27, at Kum Ran UMC in Gardena, CA

The Guest Speaker will be Clara Ester, Vice President of UMW Board of
Directors. There will be a Love Donation to the David & Margaret Youth
& Family Services in the form of Gift Cards: $10.00/Target, Walmart, etc.

Future Meetings
UMW Mission Team: The UMW Mission Team will meet November 1, at
10:00 am in Room 10. We will complete plans for the Silver Tea, which
will be held Saturday, December 1, at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Save the date!

Christmas 
Cantata

Our chancel choir is
rehearsing Thursday
nights at 7:30 pm. Come
and sing for Christmas.
You’ll have fun!

UMW Quiet Disciple Award
Beulah Hajek was our unit’s
recipient for the 2018 Quiet Disciple
Award. presented at the North
District UMW Annual Celebration
on September 22, at Pasadena UMC.

Beulah Hajek became a UMW
member in 2015 and immediately
involved herself in activities of
UMW and our church. In the same
year she joined two UMW circles -
Sarah and Faith, Hope & Love.

Beulah became involved with our
Shower Ministry, providing a place
for homeless men and women to
shower, share a meal and get clean

socks, clothes. Each week Beulah sees that food is provided to our clients,
washes the towels, etc. 

In addition Beulah ushers at the church and volunteers at the Food
Pantry in our area. Anything she is asked to do she does willingly. Our
annual UMW Christmas Silver Tea can always count on Beulah to help.
We are grateful for her contributions to UMW and her service to our
church.



Life Lessons from Philippians
Inspirational Bible Study

Life Lessons with Max Lucado
… is the source text for a Bible study to be
led by Roger Johnson beginning on Sunday,
October 14, after worship services and
continuing for six weeks. 
In a world filled with anxieties, worries,
and fears, could your stand to have a bit
more JOY?  Paul is God’s secretary,
imprisoned in Rome. He is writing a letter
to the church in Philippi, not of fear and
complaint about his condition, but one still known,
2,000 years later, as one of the best known treatises on
contentment.

Sound interesting? Of course it does. Who couldn’t
use a guide to joy in this world today? Rejoice in
the Lord always! Again I say REJOICE! (Phil. 4:4)

Paul's letter encourages. It inspires. His
confidence reminds us of God's wisdom
and control in the difficult moments of life.
His excitement challenges us in this guide
to joy.
You are invited to participate in this series
of discussions by signing up on the page
featured on our bulletin board in the parlor
or contacting Julie in the church office.

Books and study material will cost $8.00, which
will be collected at the first meeting or when you
receive your book.

Across the years, Leisure
Club has been a
wonderful gathering of
good friends. We rejoice
in the memories of food,
fellowship and fun. We
are sad that we no longer

have the membership or leadership to continue
meeting together. We do, however, look forward to
other gatherings like the Fifth Sunday Potluck.

Leisure

C
lu
b

Recycling Eye Glasses
Dana Dreyfuss volunteers at West Hills Hospital.
They gather old eyeglasses, which are distributed
to people who need them through the Lions Club.
Set your old glasses free to do good in the world.
Dana has a mail box in the church office.

Puppet Ministry Finds a New Home
For a long time, our church had a wonderful
Puppet Ministry. Frank Wilken and Geri Allen were
the leading lights, producing many puppet shows
to the delight of our Church members and taking
them on the road to other churches.

With Frank gone and Geri now unable to continue
the Puppet Ministry, we searched to find another
Church with a Puppet Ministry that might have a
need for our wonderful puppets and all the props.
We located such a church in the Los Angeles area.
Pastor Raffi Chaparian of the Armenian
Brotherhood Bible Church of Hollywood
responded to our outreach to various churches and
met with FUMC to view our Puppet room. 

He is grateful for our willingness to share our
puppets with his Church’s Puppet Ministry and
will send photos of their first Puppet show using
FUMC puppets. Pastor Raffi said to tell our church,
“God Bless You.”

New Pictorial Directory
There have been so many changes in our
congregation in recent years, that the Membership
Committee is planning to issue a new directory. We
will need photos of everyone, members as well as
frequent attendees. If your photo in the 2016
directory still meets with your approval, we can
use that. If there has been a change in your
household, we would like to take a new photo. Of
course, if you were not included before, we
definitely want to add you.

Grant Simmons will be set up to take pictures after
worship services on October 7 and 14. We hope you
will plan to step to the parlor for your portrait!

Leisure Club



Preschool Happenings
“Back to School Night” was Sept 13th. This is always a great time for our
parents to see their child’s classroom and some of the work they’ve been
doing, and for the teachers to fill them in on how things are going and what
to expect through out the year.

We will have our school pictures taken this month. We do school pictures in
the Spring as well, the parents love to see how their child has changed.

Our Halloween parade will be held on Thursday, Oct 25th, at 9:30am. We
invite all our church friends to join us as we “trick or treat” and sing our
Halloween songs!!

Wendy

The Wilken family

Jackie Dutcher & family

Anita Parrinello

Geri Allen

Joan Kelley

Nancy Summer

Willie Wilhelm

Laurie Berger

Ralph Knapp

To receive Prayer Chain 
e-mails, please contact 
Robin Abernathy at

robingreenbird@yahoo.com
“cc” the church office at
crossandflame@att.net

Remembering Allison Farish
Allison Farish, 1996 and 1997 recipient of the Laura Longman Memorial
Scholarship, passed away on Wednesday, September 5th, after fighting
cancer and complications from cancer for 16 years. 

Allison graduated from Chapman University in Human Resource
Management after receiving her scholarship. She continued to pursue a
successful career in Human Resources at Toyota Motor Corporation. 

Allison has come to our church to speak to us in support of the Laura
Longman Memorial Scholarship Foundation on several occasions. Her son,
Taylor also received a Laura Longman Memorial Scholarship in 2014. 

Funeral Services were conducted for Allison in Prosper, Texas, on September
15th. Please offer prayers of comfort and guidance for her husband Aaron,
her sons Taylor, Tanner and Trevor and their families.

7 Ron & Jennifer Alderman
in honor of their daughter
Sarah’s, 18th birthday

14 JoAnne McColloch in
honor of Paul’s birthday 

21 Beulah Hajek in memory of
her parents, Anna & Ben
Sorenson

28 Liz Rogers in honor of Mike
Fox’s birthday

Crop walk
Participate in the 43rd Annual

San Fernando Valley (SFV)
CROP Hunger Walk
November 4, 2018

Registration 12:30 pm
Walk Start     1:30 pm

Northridge United Methodist Church (NUMC) 
9650 Reseda Blvd., Northridge, CA 91324



Rae was born on 4 September 1926 in Simi,
California. She grew up with five siblings on an
orange ranch named after her father’s homeland in
Sinaloa, Mexico. 

Rae met Frank at Occidental College in LA after the
end of World War II. She was running against two
classmates for the same office in the Student Body
elections. One of them was Frank. They both lost
the election but started dating. 

After Rae and Frank married on 2 September 1947,
they moved to the area of Davis, California, where
Rae taught at Winters High School while Frank
studied veterinary medicine. In the early 1950’s,
they moved to the San Fernando Valley where they
lived for the rest of their lives. 

Rae and Frank raised three sons, Charlie, Mike and
Loren. The family was blessed to include Rae’s
sister, Merilie Robertson. Late in life, Grandma Rae
enjoyed her three grandsons, Cory, Justin and
Francisco, very much.

Mom spent private time with each son when they
were growing up. They had long conversations,
and she really listened without judgment.

Mom loved flowers and plants, springtime and
sunsets. She taught the boys to enjoy the beauty of
nature. She also taught them to cook. 

Mom cared about people near and far, as well as
family and friends. She could see the positive in
people and always hoped for the best. Her sons call
her a peace-warrior, because she risked her life
taking a stand, holding up a sign, and protesting in
peaceful ways.

Rae pushed boundaries in a patriarchal world to
create a meaningful life for herself and to make the
world a better place for all people. In the 60’s and
70’s, she helped found the Valley Interfaith
Council, volunteered with the Fair Housing
Council, and participated in the civil rights and
antiwar movements. During the 70’s and into the
90’s, she worked tirelessly to support the nuclear
freeze movement and Witness for Peace, an
organization working for peace and justice in
Nicaragua and other countries in Latin America.
She supported the Methodist Federation for Social
Action and worked hard to make United Methodist
Church policies more welcoming and inclusive for
LGBT people. 

Along with her activism, Rae also sustained a rich
creative life, including participation in Los Angeles
Women Writers Workshops for many years. One of
the other members of the writing group shared one
of Rae’s stories at the memorial service. It was
beautifully written and gently presented its moral.

Frank and Rae joined First United Methodist
Church of Canoga Park at its original location in
downtown Canoga Park and moved with the
church to this location. Both were actively involved
throughout their lives in the church community
and sang in our Chancel Choir for more than half a
century. Rae also worked on our Peace Pole.

Rae acted justly, loved kindness, and walked
humbly with God. So we can imagine Jesus smiling
at her when she questions having fed him when he
was hungry, and assuring her that, “Just as you did
it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.”

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

(1 Corinthians 15:57) 
The Rev. Lynn Westover

In Memoriam
Rae Robertson Wilken

4 September 1926 - 25 June 2018



George Edward Dutcher was born in Kansas City,
Kansas on 8 January 1928. After graduating from
high school, he joined the Marines and served
stateside.

He was an electrician at Lockheed for thirty-eight
years. After retirement, he volunteered at the police
department and worked at the front desk. Later, he
volunteered with the hospital auxiliary at West Hills
Hospital where he escorted patients and did errands.

Jackie and daughters, Lora and Lindy, lived in the
apartment building where George lived. Lindy is the
one who met George first. Later, Lora and Tim
double-dated with George and Jackie. Jackie loved
that George was such a gentleman when they were
dating. George always said, I love her, and he meant
it. They were married on 14 May 1971.

George loved Lora and Lindy, although the two L’s
proved difficult for him. So, he called Lora Lo and
Lindy Pete. He really wanted girls and was a great
dad. Pete once made him a needlepoint that said,
“Any man can be a father, but it takes someone
special to be a dad.” 

George was a wonderful grandpa to Sean, Kelly and
Paul and great-grandpa to Chloe. Grandma and
Grandpa often took care of Paul. When Lo said, I
don’t want Sean around smoke, George quit
smoking cold turkey that very day! And he taught
Kelly and Sean how to dive.

Family was very important to George. Dad was
loving and kind – quick with a kiss when you came
in the door and eager to know what was
happening in your life. He cared for Tim and Russ
like sons. When Lo and Tim bought their first
house, he shared advice about how to do what
needed to be done. And he helped too.

Every Saturday, George and Jackie went out to eat
at a fancy restaurant. Reservations were in place by
Wednesday, and the dinner date was practically
written in stone. They travelled many places
including Tahoe, Vegas, Canada and Europe.

George was very artistic. In fact, he earned a
scholarship to Chouinard Art Institute but joined
the Marines instead. He painted murals on the
walls for his grandkids – Mother Goose, a jungle
scene, and a dump truck and fire truck. 

George enjoyed riding his bike and loved fishing.
He taught Lo how to fish, and she won two
contests. Whenever he went out on the boat with
Russ, George was always the first one to catch fish.

In the early days, a candy apple red, 1969 Mustang
Fastback was George’s pride and joy. After he
retired, he loved to go to AMC movies. He saw
everything. Sometimes he would see two movies
on the same day! For a long time, he was Top User
of the free pass at AMC theaters.

George was raised as a Baptist and attended an
Episcopal church before finding his way home to
First United Methodist Church of Canoga Park. He
particularly enjoyed going to Leisure Club.

For some time, life grew more difficult for George.
He couldn’t see; he couldn’t hear; he couldn’t walk.
And he was in pain. But he was a Marine to the
end; he did not complain.

God does not promise that we will be spared
suffering. But God does promise to be with us in
our suffering. Trusting that promise, we can see
God’s sustaining presence in pain and sickness.
And we can rejoice now, that George is healed and
with God in heaven. I can almost hear George
saying, “Better looking at it than for it!”

The Rev. Lynn Westover

In Memoriam
George Edward Dutcher

8 January 1928 – 2 September 2018
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World Communion Sunday
7 October 2018

This observance focuses our attention on the
universal and inclusive nature of the church. One-half
of this offering is for World Communion Sunday
Scholars administered by the General Board of Global
Ministries.

The remaining half is to be used for the Ethnic
Scholarship Program and the Ethnic In-Service
Training Program, which are administered by the
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.
Simply designate your gift as World Communion
Sunday offering.

You are welcome to give to the Good Samaritan Fund any Sunday, but a special Good Sam Offering is
received on Communion Sundays. (The offering plate is in the center aisle as we gather for worship.)
Through your gifts, the pastor is able to help people in need. 


