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Welcome to First Church where everyone is either our friend or family.
Sunday Worship at 10:00 amJune 2019

Heart to Heart
When I served the church in Malibu, we lived in the house
that had been the parsonage for a long time. One day, the man
who lived across the street said, “I appreciate that you take in
the trash cans right away.” Then, he asked, “Do you know
why I’m a Presbyterian instead of a Methodist?” Well, of
course, I didn’t. So, he answered his own question, “Because a
pastor a long time ago didn’t take in the trash cans for days.”
Taking in trash cans seems like such a small thing. But it
wasn’t for our neighbor. He believed it said something about
character.
Dr. Fred Craddock, a preacher like no other, once said,
“Sometimes a small thing is a greater revelation of character
than a big thing. I was going through the cafeteria line behind
a couple of women. We came to those little pats of butter. Little
pats of butter that won’t quite do anything. Little bitty pats of
butter. We are going through the line picking up stuff, and the
woman in front of me takes one of those pats of butter and
hides it under her bread. When she got to the checkout stand,
she didn’t have to pay for it. Stop her, and she’d say, ‘Three
cents. Big deal. Three cents. Five cents. What is your problem?’
But I tell you the truth, stealing a little pat of butter is a greater
revelation of character than embezzling half a million dollars.
What kind of person steals three cents?”
Good friends, the small, every day events of life are important.
There are times when little things are really big things.   

Pastor Lynn Westover
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June Calendar
Weekly Activities

Sunday Peace Evangelical Church, Hall, 9:30 am
Hindi Urdu UMC, Sanctuary, 5:00 pm

Monday Valley Harmonettes Rehearsal, Lounge 10:30 am
Cub Pack, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Monday Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 8:00 pm

Tuesday Boy Scouts, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 7:30 pm

Wednesday Friends of God class, Lounge, 7:00 pm
Shower Ministry, 8:30 - 11:00 am
Men’s Stag AA meeting, Parlor, 7:00 pm

Thursday Choir rehearsal, Choir Room, 7:30 pm
Narcotics Anonymous Study Group, Lounge, 6:30 pm

Friday Girl Scouts, for details email: gsavl1896@gmail.com 

Other Activities
Saturday 1 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 8:30 am

Frank Weiler's Deli, 21161 Victory Blvd.
Friday 7 Preschool End of Year Program, Sanctuary, 10:00 am

Sunday 9 Pentecost Sunday, Wear Red!
Tuesday 11 Administrative Committee Meeting, Library, 7:00 pm

Thursday 13 Bookends Circle, Library, 9:30 am 
Sarah’s Circle, Denny’s, 9:30 am 

22027 Burbank Blvd., just West of Topanga Canyon 
Saturday 15 Courier Deadline for July/August issue

Sunday 16 Father’s Day
Peace with Justice Sunday, special offering

Wednesday 19 Faith, Hope Love, 6:30 pm
The Olive Garden on Fallbrook

Sunday 30 5th Sunday Potluck

Upcoming in July
Saturday 1 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 8:30 am

Frank Weiler's Deli, 21161 Victory Blvd.
Flower Calendar

2 George and Karen Grengs in
honor of their grandchildren

9 Open
16 Open
23 Tim and Lora O’Connor in

honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary 
Rose bud given by Charlotte
Girvan in memory of her
mother, Rose Hadley

30 Open

June Birthdays
1 Karen Grengs
3 Betty Phillippi

11 Ron Alderman
16 Barbara Dimmick
17 Liza Buencilla 
19 Robert Lamb
23 Guy Maturo Sr.
24 Jim Ervin
25 Pat Taylor
26 Nicole Woods
29 Toby Lane

Tamara Palmerlee
Anniversaries

2 Wendy & Brian Finley
4 Mary Beth  & Dito Godwin
5 Grant & Trish Simmons
7 Verda & John Longan
9 Noel & Nanette Roberson

11 Joshua & Jackie Gardner
21 Bob & Dawn Hromadka

Tim & Lora O’Connor
25 Tom & Glynene Roe
27 John & Barbara Caldwell
29 Jennifer & Jim Ervin

If we do not recognize your special
days, please leave a note for Julie

in the office, so that we may
include them in the future.

You are encouraged to bring 
non-perishable food items on the first

Sunday of every month. 
Your much-appreciated contributions are
taken to the West Valley Food Pantry for

distribution to their clients.
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Bookends
Thursday, June 13

9:30 am 
Library

The book to be reviewed
is The Alice Network by

Kate Quinn 
Lynne German will be

the reviewer. 
Hostess and devotions

by Evelyn Heim.

Sarah Circle
Thursday, June 139:30

am
Breakfast at Denny’s

Restaurant, 
22027 Burbank Blvd.,
just west of Topanga

Canyon Blvd.

Faith, Hope & Love
Monday, June 17

630 pm
The Olive Garden 

on Fallbrook. 

Future UMW Meetings
UMW Mission Team Meeting

Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 10:00 am in Room 10.

UMW General Meeting
Thursday, September 19, 2019 at 9:30 am in the Church Library.

Reminder
2019 UMW Pledges should be received by June 30. Checks should be

made payable to United Methodist Women designated for your Pledge.
Give the checks to Chandra Seeger or Shirley Thomson.

Transportation Ministry
If you need a ride to church
events, or if you are interested
in becoming a driver for the
transportation ministry, please
contact JoAnn Chadwick-Ellis
at 818-280-6441, Mary Mackay
at 818-346-5872 or the church
office at 818-340-2950.

UMW Response Magazine and the UMW
Reading Program
Regular reading of the Response magazine is part of the UMW Reading
Program. It is the official magazine of United Methodist Women. 

The magazine is published every two months. The church receives one
copy and it is kept on the shelf to the left when you enter the library. We
have several back issues, so if nothing in the current magazine strikes
your fancy, you can always choose a back issue.

There are articles highlighting UMW mission projects in the U. S. and
throughout the world. There are summaries of some of the books in the
Reading Program. There are articles about issues that are affecting the role
of Christianity in our society. There are single pages in each issue labeled:
think, learn, live, give, listen, act, and pray. These singles pages alone are
worth reading. 

The March/April issue includes an article entitled, Reaching the Spiritual
but Not Religious. It explains why the traditional church does not appeal
to those who profess to be Spiritual But Not Religions and what the
church needs to do to attract this group.

I hope you sample these magazines. 
Margaret Cates
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From the Mailbox

Preschool News
The school year is coming to an end. We have 19
five-year-olds who will be “Graduating” from
Preschool this month. Ready for kindergarten,
these children will have a little bit of an edge
moving on in their education due to all they were
taught during their time here at FUMP!

There will be a performance for parents, family &
friends on Friday, June 7, at 10:00am in the Church
sanctuary. We invite you all to come and see the
kids perform their songs. This will also be our last
day of school!

We will be back on Tuesday, June 18, to start our six
weeks of summer school. 

Wendy 

We thank Pastor Lynn and our CPFUMC family for
the visits, prayers, notes and thoughts during
Evelyn’s recent surgery and continuing recovery.

Evelyn and Don Heim

Oster Stainless Steel Toaster Oven
Gently used and in great condition

If you are interested, please contact Brenda Jones at
747-444-9289 or brndj.rmbr62171958@gmail.com

Free to a Good Home

Pentecost Sunday
June 9

Pentecost is the day on which the Christian church
commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon
the apostles and others assembled in Jerusalem. It
marks the beginning of the Christian church and
the proclamation of its message throughout the
world and is often referred to as the birthday of the
church. 

The United Methodist Cross
& Flame

The emblem relates the UMC to
God through Christ (cross) and
the Holy Spirit (flame). 

The flame is a reminder of
Pentecost, when witnesses were
unified by the power of the Holy Spirit and saw
“tongues, as of fire” (Acts 2:3).

The elements of the emblem also remind us of a
transforming moment in the life of Methodism’s
founder, John Wesley, when he sensed God’s
presence and felt his heart “strangely warmed.” 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
June 16

Your Peace with Justice Sunday gifts change lives
in places where the joy of knowing Christ is mixed
with the tragedy of violence. United Methodists
relate to this special Sunday by seeking peaceful
solutions, creating and supporting peace-related
ministries in their conference and learning about
peaceful, just efforts around the world.

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-
articles/peace-with-justice-sunday

Directory Update
Toby Lane’s  address and email are correct. 
Her phone is 818-343-4437.



Bible of the Poor
During the May 19th service, Trish and Grant
Simmons discussed the Bible of the Poor, a
tradition of decorating church spaces with
illustrations of Bible stories.

In its most basic form, the Bible of the Poor can be
seen on the walls of a cave church known as the
Crypt of Original Sin, located near the town of
Matera, in Southern Italy, which is famous for its
cave houses. The Crypt of
Original Sin was active as a
monastery in the 7th and 8th
centuries, until the
community was dispersed
by Arab invasions, and then
remained largely forgotten
until the 1980s. The frescos
inside the cave illustrate the
creation of the world and
Adam and Eve, their fall
through sin, and the birth of
Jesus to the Virgin Mary, as
the means to redemption for
mankind.

While the beautiful cave
frescos of the Crypt of
Original Sin were set in
humble surroundings, the mosaics in the Royal
Chapel of Palermo, Sicily and the nearby Cathedral
of Monreale make them among the most opulently
decorated churches ever built. Yet, builders
followed the same principle of covering the walls
with illustrations of Bible stories. Unlike the Crypt
of Original Sin, however, the material for these
royal churches was gold glass mosaics, set by the
best artists of Constantinople. Because the spaces
were much larger, many more stories from the Bible
were illustrated in Sicily’s royal churches than in
the Cave of Original Sin.

Tantalizing hints of the origins of the Bible of the
Poor can be seen in the Third Century synagogue at
the Roman border town of Dura, which was
abandoned in the year 256 A.D. and not

rediscovered until 1932. The walls of this
synagogue were covered with scenes from the Old
Testament, of which 58 have been recovered. These
frescos were almost certainly used to teach the
stories of the Bible.

Another line of descent can be traced to the ancient
Greek and Roman use of frescos to illustrate stories
and religious texts. Roman writers such as
Apuleius describe the tradition of a host

entertaining his guests with
frescos illustrating a story
he told for their
amusement. The remains of
houses in Herculaneum and
Pompeii show the remains
of rooms decorated with
such fresco cycles. Grant
and Trish speculate that the
most famous example of the
Bible of the Poor,
Michelangelo’s frescos on
the Sistine Chapel ceiling,
are the recreation of a
Roman fresco cycle with
Christian content.

After discussing the effect
that early Protestant

iconoclasm and the Catholic response at the
Council of Trent had on the tradition of Biblical art,
the presentation continued through a number of
other prominent examples of the Bible of the Poor,
such as the ceiling and bronze doors of the
Florence Baptistry, the frescos of Fra Angelico in
the Florentine monastery of San Marco, and
Giotto’s Scrovegni Chapel in Padua, as well as the
stained glass window tradition in England and
France. 

The presentation concluded with the thought that
the Bible of the Poor is alive and well, as artists
interested in Christian stories are able to use the
internet to show their work widely, and tools like
Google Images and Pinterest can be used to find
thousand of images by topic.

From the Crypt of Original Sin, Matera



Recent Improvements
Thanks to Karen Grengs, our “resident decorator,”
for overseeing the updates to the Memorial Garden
and the ladies restroom.

The Memorial Garden was updated for the Easter
and the Spring season with the addition of colorful
flowers and some new rose bushes. 

The ladies restroom in the sanctuary building had a
complete overhaul with new stalls, fixtures, walls
and flooring.
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Juanita Woolard
George & Karen Grengs 

Nancy Summer
Jan Fenske

Louis Parrinello 
Charlotte Girvan

Ted Stanwood
Jane Bayless
Donna Nall

Jackie Dutcher
Joan Kelley
Jean Smith
Jim Smith

To receive Prayer Chain 
e-mails, please contact 
Robin Abernathy at

robingreenbird@yahoo.com
“cc” the church office at
crossandflame@att.net

Memorial
Garden

Interment in our
Memorial Garden

is open to all
who request it.
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Baptisms
Pastor Lynn was delighted to be able to baptize two
young children on Sunday, May 19. They are part
of the extended family of Mary Beth Godwin. 
The boy in the striped shirt is Bernie Godwin IV,
grandson of Mary Beth, the son of Bernie & Cate
Godwin. The charming young lady is Aubrey Jade
Juarez daughter of Richard & Kristen Juarez, cousin
of Bernie IV.

Let your purchases help the church
Designate Canoga Park First United Methodist Church for Amazon Charity.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to the church.

Start your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Select a charity.

Select pick your own charitable organization
Enter  Canoga Park First United Methodist Church

Click Search
On the next screen, select Canoga Park First United Methodist Church

That’s it. You must always start at smile.amazon.com to support Canoga
Park First United Methodist Church.
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Happy 99th birthday to Betty Allen
Betty Allen celebrated this special 99th birthday with her daughter
Jeanne in Wichita, Kansas. A dinner out and a Mother’s Day Tea
with church friends, completed the special occasion. 

Fifth Sunday Potluck

Plan to join your church
family for a potluck lunch
after worship on June 30. 

Bring a favorite dish to
share.


