
Pastor 
Lynn Westover

Preschool Director
Wendy Finley

Music Director/
Accompanist

Paul Cady

Certified Lay Minister
Grace Leighton

Administrative 
Assistant

Julie Mosley

Courier Layout
Sharon Mountford

Resident Bishop
Grant Hagiya

North District 
Superintendent
Rev. Jim Powell

News and Reviews
Excerpted from the church newsletter

January 2020

Reading the Bible
Why read the Bible? Because if you don’t, you’re missing the whole point,
according to the Discipleship Experience called Friends of God. God gives you
the Bible to help you discover the heart of God. That’s the purpose of the Bible. 

Which version is best? The best translation for you is the one that best helps
you focus on Jesus. Here are some common translations to consider. 
The New Revised Standard Version is the translation we use the in worship. The

NRSV eliminates archaic language and translates some gender-specific
words using more gender-neutral wording, e.g., people in place of
mankind.

The English Standard Version (ESV) gets as close as possible to the wording of
the earliest known texts. 

The New American Standard Bible (NASB) is a literal translation of the original
Greek and Hebrew into contemporary English. 

The New King James Version (NKJV) is poetic and memorable and uses words
you won’t find anywhere outside of 17th-century England. 

Go to BibleGateway.com and read the same scripture in various translations.
Which feels most natural and conversational to you? Which do you enjoy
reading most? That’s the version for you as you begin to read the Bible more
deeply. 

Where do I start? Begin with the book of Mark. The book of Mark shows you
what Jesus did while on earth. You’ll see how he treated people and how he
brought forgiveness to those who were willing to trust him. Then, read the
book of John. John, one of Jesus’ closest friends, will tell you what Jesus said.
Then, read the book of Acts. It’s the Apostle Luke’s description of how the
early church began. From there you’re ready for the book of Romans, the
Apostle Paul’s summary of the basic teachings of the Christian faith. Then,
backtrack to the book of Luke. What little we know about Jesus’ early life we
learn here.

As you read through Mark, John, Acts, Romans, and Luke, you’ll have a good
understanding of who Jesus is and what he thinks of you. And hopefully,
you’ve decided he’s someone you want to know better. 

Pastor Lynn Westover
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January Birthdays
3 Robert Hromadka

Ester Vidauri
5 Dean Schafer

13 Joan  Kelley
14 Mary McKibben
15 Sylvia Buttemeier
21 Lora O’Connor
22 William Landrum
25 Janet Castaneda

Mervin Hewitt
26 Brian Finley

Willard Imai
John Willauer
Irene Zelaya

30 JoAnne McColloch
31 Mary Mackay
Anniversaries

26 Dean & Carolyn Lottman  

If we do not recognize your special
days, please leave a note for Julie
in the office, so that we may
include them in the future.

You are encouraged to bring non-
perishable food items on the first
Sunday of every month. 

Your much-appreciated contributions
are taken to the West Valley Food
Pantry for distribution to their clients.

January Calendar
Weekly Activities

Sunday Peace Evangelical Church, Hall, 9:30 am
Hindi Urdu UMC, Sanctuary, 5:00 pm

Monday Valley Harmonettes Rehearsal, Lounge 10:30 am
Cub Pack, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Monday Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 8:00 pm

Tuesday Shower Ministry, 8:30 - 11:00 am
Boy Scouts, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 7:30 pm

Wednesday Men’s Stag AA meeting, Parlor, 7:00 pm
Thursday Choir rehearsal, Choir Room, 7:30 pm

Narcotics Anonymous Study Group, Lounge, 6:30 pm
Friday Girl Scouts, for details email: gsavl1896@gmail.com 

Other Activities
Wednesday 1 New Year’s Day, office closed

Saturday 4 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Frank’s Weiler’s Deli, 8:30 am
21161 Victory Blvd, Canoga Park

Sunday 5 Epiphany Sunday
Thursday 9 Bookends Circle, Library, 9:30 am 

Sarah's Circle, IHOP, 9:30 am Fallbook & Vanowen
Friday 10 UMW Mission Team, Room 10, 10:00 am

Laura Longman Scholarship Applications due
Sunday 12 Reaffirmation of Baptismal Covenant

Tuesday 14 Administrative Committee Meeting, Library, 7:00 pm
Wednesday 15 Faith, Hope & Love, Library, 7:00 pm

Courier deadline for February issue
Sunday 19 Human Relations Day, special offering

Monday 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, office closed
Sunday 26 UMW Suday

Upcoming in February
Saturday 1 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Frank’s Weiler’s Deli, 8:30 am

21161 Victory Blvd, Canoga Park
Sunday 2 Football Sunday

Altar Flowers
5 Open

12 Open
19 Open
26 Open 
You are invited to sponsor the altar
arrangement in honor or memory of
someone or some special event. Please
sign up on the altar flower calendar
in the parlor, next to the pass-
through window to the kitchen. 
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UMW Mission Team
Friday, January 10, 2020 

10:00 am in Room 10

UMW Sunday
Sunday, January 26, 2020

North District UMW Local Officer Training
Local Leadership Training is for the Local Organizations’ officers, circle
leaders and those interested in UMW leadership at the local level. All
UMW members are encouraged to attend, as well as those interested in
learning more about UMW.

The 2020 Local Officer Training sessiol, Let Your Light Shine – Ignited For
Justice, is being held on Saturday, January 18, 2020 at La Canada UMC,
104 Berkshire Place, La Canada, CA 93036. Cost is $15.00. Registration is
at 9:30 am. Meeting from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm. Meet other officers, be
trained and enjoy fellowship with other UMW women. 

Angel Tree 2019
Many thanks to everyone involved in making the 2019 Angel Tree a
success. All those who helped prepare the angel ornaments for the Angel
Tree by putting the names on the decorations; Judith Austin who
donated the ornaments; everyone who took an angel (there were 51 of
them) including our Boy Scout Troop and bought the presents; those
people who helped on Sunday mornings with the sign-ups and carried
the gifts to the Brides Room; and the O’Connors who helped prepare the
gifts for pick up. It was greatly appreciated. Again thank you all for
participating in this most worthwhile project. 

The UMW Annual Silver Tea 
Please note the new date.

Saturday, February 15, 2020 at 1:00 pm
More details will be forthcoming at a later date.

Bookends
Thursday, January 9

9:30 am 
Library

Island of Sea Women
by Lisa See 

Reviewer: Doris Hood
Hostess: Midge Herder

Devotions: Midge Herder

Sarah Circle
Thursday, January 9

9:30 am
Breakfast at IHOP

Fallbrook & Vanowen.

Faith, Hope & Love
Wednesday, Januay 15

7:00 pm
Library

Lora O’Connor will
provide the program as
well as being Hostess.

Transportation 
Ministry

If you need a ride to
church events, or if you
are interested in becoming
a driver for the
transportation ministry,
please contact the church
office at 818-340-2950.
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Good Samaritan Fund
You are welcome to give to the Good Samaritan
Fund any Sunday, but a special Good Sam
Offering is received every Communion Sunday.
(The offering plate is in the center aisle as we
gather for worship.) Through your gifts, the
pastor is able to help people in need.

Welcome the New Year 
at Church

Sunday, January 5 – Epiphany
The Epiphany (Manifestation) of the Lord, an even
more ancient celebration among Christians than
Christmas, originally focused on the nativity,
incarnation, and baptism of Christ. Today we
celebrate the coming of the wise men (magi), who
brought gifts to the Christ child.

Sunday, January 12 – Reaffirmation of
Baptismal Covenant
Celebrating Christ’s baptism by John reminds
Christians of our own baptism. During worship, you
will be invited to reaffirm your baptismal vows.

Sunday, January 19 – Healing Service
The Bible affirms spiritual healing. “Are any among
you sick? They should call the elders of the church
and have them pray for them, anointing them with
oil in the name of the Lord” (James 5:14).
When pastors and laity pray for people with the
laying on of hands or anointing with oil, they are not
claiming that they are doing something for the sick.
They are not claiming that God will make everything
better. They are seeking to be faithful to continue
Christ’s ministry of teaching, preaching, and healing.
The Bible clearly calls disciples to pray with and for
one another, and this faithful ministry of touch with
prayer shares the grace of God.

Sunday, January 26 – UMW Sunday
The work of United Methodist Women around the
world will be celebrated.

Sunday, February 2 - Football Sunday
Football Sunday showcases the faith journeys of
current NFL players, including interviews with
players competing in the Super Bowl. Bring canned
and boxed food for the West Valley Food Pantry.
Place your donations in a basket representing the
team you want to win. It’s a way for you to vote for
your favorite team and to donate food for families in
need. When the votes are counted, each can or box is
one vote.

Human Relations Day 
Sunday, January 19, 2020

Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of
your town and you will find what Jesus called
“the least of these.” Those living in the margins of
society, struggling to survive. 

People like:
An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county,

being recruited by a local gang.
A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock,

Arkansas.
An Oklahoma woman recently released from

incarceration looking for work.

Over and over Jesus served people like these,
embracing them. And that’s what we want to
model as the people of The United Methodist
Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus we
established Human Relations Day as a Special
Sunday that calls all of our churches to participate
in helping all God’s children to realize their
potential.

Giving on Human Relations Day nurtures at-risk
youth, strengthens communities’ self-
improvement efforts, and advocates for the
oppressed.
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Preschool News
The Christmas program we had on Wednesday,
December 18th was inspiring. It was heartwarming
to see all our Preschoolers singing for their friends
& families! 

As you are reading this, we are enjoying our winter
break! Our first day back to school will be Monday,
January 13, 2020, ready and refreshed for a new
year! It’s a good time for parents to start their little
ones who weren’t ready in September but now can
start Preschool. We will observe Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day on Monday, January 20th. 

Happy New Year! 
Wendy 

Farewell to Lynne German
On December 15, the congregation bid Lynne
farewell. She is moving to Buford, Georgia, to be
with her family. Granddaughter Lucy was also a
frequent attendee at church, when she spent the
weekend with Grandma. We will miss them both.Baptism

Pastor Lynn had the privilege to baptise 
Maki Clement Magnaye 
on Sunday, November 24

Parents: Liza Buencilla and Albert Magnaye
Brother: Ajae

New Members
Also welcomed into membership in the church that

Sunday were
Liza Buencilla, Albert Magnaye, Ajae Magnaye
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Mina was born on December 12,
1924 on Alabama Avenue in a town
called “Owensmouth”. She was the
first child born to G. Minor and
Octavia Blackmon Thornton, who
were known to friends and family
as the King and Queen of Hearts.
They had relocated to California
from East Texas in 1920. Mina was
named “Minor Margaret” to honor her father and
her maternal aunt but decided to feminize her
name to “Mina” early on. Her only sibling, a
younger brother A. Stanley Thornton, would be
born six and a half years later.

Mina and Stan remained extremely close siblings
until his death, though she admitted that once,
while Stan was still just a baby, their mother
discovered that the two were missing, only to find
Mina on the street corner offering up her baby
brother in his baby buggy to anyone who would
take him! 

Mina attended Canoga Park Elementary School
and High School, where she met her future
husband Willis “Wid” Foreman. In her Senior year
Mina served as both Honored Queen of her Job’s
Daughters Bethel and President of Girls League at
Canoga High. Mina and Wid would raise their
daughters Linda Foreman Westphal and Susan
Kaye Foreman Ptak, in Canoga Park, much of that
time on Remmet Avenue, next door to the girls’
maternal grandmother. Mina was a wonderful
homemaker and cooked and cleaned without any
paid help, and she even did yard work during the
years when husband Wid would work almost
every day at his Chevron Station in North
Hollywood.

Mina was primarily a homemaker,
but she also worked during the
holiday season at J.B. Drewett’s
Newberry store to make money to
buy her family extra Christmas
gifts. Later she would worked six
days a week at Wid Foreman’s
Hardware Store in Simi Valley,
when her husband opened it in

1960. She also managed to be a perfect hostess for
many events, and friends fondly remember 4th of
July celebrations and summer “get togethers” in
their backyard with homemade food and Kentucky
fried chicken, served on the patio table, with bench
seating and Vin  Scully on the radio, announcing
the Dodger game. 

Mina and Wid joined our church in 1948 when the
church was located on Jordan Street in downtown
Canoga Park. Daughters Linda and Sue’s growing
up years were at that church, with church school
activities in the basement and the church roller
skating rink on the adjacent property. Mina and her
mother, Octavia, were active members of the
Women’s Society of Christian Service helping to
prepare dinners, luncheons and the annual
Christmas Silver Tea in the basement kitchen.

Their participation continued when the church
relocated to Sherman Way in 1962. The Foreman
Family participated in placing the Corner Stone at
the entrance and attending the dedication of the
church. Mina and Wid enjoyed being greeters on
Sunday mornings and were glad to be the helping
hands wherever needed. They truly were one of the
pioneer families of our church.

In Memoriam
Mina Foreman

24 December 1924 - 17 November 2019
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Mary Mackay
Mary Beth Godwin

Bob & Dawn Hromadka
Roger & Nancy Johnson

Shirley Ilgenfritz
Libby Bennett
Lynne German

Marie Smith 
Laurie Berger
Jackie Dutcher
Nancy Summer

Charlotte Girvan
Charyl Patterson

Ted Stanwood
Joan Kelley
Jean Smith

Jane Bayless
Donna Nall

To receive Prayer Chain 
e-mails, please contact 
Robin Abernathy at

robingreenbird@yahoo.com
“cc” the church office at
crossandflame@att.net

Memorial 
Garden

Interment in our 
Memorial Garden 

is open to all
who request it.

Extra, Extra, Read All About It
The shower Ministry needs cooks. Please help if
you can. We serve between 15 and 20 men and
woman each week. They are not picky. Your food
needs to be at church by 8:00 am Tuesday
mornings. Thank you so much for helping us help
our homeless community.

Blood Drive


