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Welcome to First Church where everyone is either our friend or family.
Sunday Worship at 10:00 amFebruary 2020

United Methodist Traditionalists, Centrists,
Progressives & Bishops sign agreement
aimed at separation

Bishop News Ministries - January 3, 2020 - Excerpts

A diverse group of representatives from United Methodist advocacy groups
with contrasting views and bishops from around the world has collaborated
on a proposed agreement for the separation of The United Methodist
Church (UMC) that has the unanimous support of all the parties involved.
The agreement, the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through
Separation, was achieved on December 17, 2019.

The action comes amid heightened tensions in the church over conflicting
views related to human sexuality after the 2019 Special Session of the
General Conference failed to resolve differences among church members.

Legislation to implement the Protocol statement is expected to come
before the United Methodist General Conference for a vote in May 2020.

The 16-member group came together as an outgrowth of a consultation
initiated by bishops from Central Conferences located outside the United
States. The parties sought assistance from prominent attorney Kenneth
Feinberg, who specializes in mediation and alternative dispute resolution.
Feinberg, who served as Special Master of the September 11th Victim
Compensation Fund and administrator of the BP Deepwater Horizon
Disaster Victim Compensation Fund, along with a number of other complex
matters, agreed to provide his services pro bono.

The Protocol anticipates the formation of a new traditionalist Methodist
denomination. Under the Protocol, conferences and local congregations
could vote to separate from The United Methodist Church to affiliate with
new Methodist denominations created under the agreement within a certain
time frame. Churches wishing to stay within the UMC would not be
required to conduct a vote. 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/
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February Birthdays

1 Brenda Jones
6 JoAnn Chadwick-Ellis

11 Ayla Ann Palmerlee
12 Laura Pomeroy
16 Lois Jimenez

Emily Willauer
20 Shirley Ilgenfritz
25 Libby Bennett
26 Jan Fenske
27 Margaret Cates

Lynn Westover

If we do not recognize your special
days, please leave a note for Julie

in the office, so that we may
include them in the future.

You are encouraged to bring non-
perishable food items on the first
Sunday of every month. 

Your much-appreciated contributions
are taken to the West Valley Food
Pantry for distribution to their clients.

February Calendar
Weekly Activities

Sunday Peace Evangelical Church, Hall, 9:30 am
Hindi Urdu UMC, Sanctuary, 5:00 pm

Monday Valley Harmonettes Rehearsal, Lounge 10:30 am
Cub Pack, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Monday Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 8:00 pm

Tuesday Shower Ministry, 8:30 - 11:00 am
Boy Scouts, Scout Room, 7:00 pm
Narcotics Anonymous, Parlor, 7:30 pm

Wednesday Men’s Stag AA meeting, Parlor, 7:00 pm
Thursday Choir rehearsal, Choir Room, 7:30 pm

Narcotics Anonymous Study Group, Lounge, 6:30 pm
Friday Girl Scouts, for details email: gsavl1896@gmail.com 

Other Activities
Saturday 1 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Frank’s Weiler’s Deli, 8:30 am

21161 Victory Blvd, Canoga Park
Sunday 2 Football Sunday – bring food donation
Sunday 9 Preschool Sunday

Tuesday 11 Administrative Committee Meeting, Library, 7:00 pm
Thursday 13 Bookends Circle, Library, 9:30 am 

Sarah's Circle, IHOP, 9:30 am 
Fallbook & Vanowen

Saturday 15 Silver Tea, Fellowship Hall, 1:00 pm
Courier deadline for March issue

Wednesday 19 Faith, Hope & Love, Library, 7:00 pm
Sunday 23 Scouting Ministries Sunday

Wednesday 26 Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary, 7:30 pm
Ashes will be used as a symbol of mortality and

repentance.

Upcoming in March
Sunday 1 First Sunday of Lent

Saturday 7 Men's Fellowship Breakfast, Frank’s Weiler’s Deli, 8:30 am
21161 Victory Blvd, Canoga Park

Altar Flowers
2 Open
9 given by Glynene Roe

in honor of her mother’s
birthday

16 Open
23 Open 

You are invited to sponsor the altar
arrangement in honor or memory of
someone or some special event. Please
sign up on the altar flower calendar
in the parlor, next to the pass-
through window to the kitchen. 



UMW Mission Team
Thursday, February 6 in Room 10 

to finalize the details for the Silver Tea on February 15.

Future Meetings
UMW Mission Team Meeting 

Thursday, March 5, 2020 at 10:00 am 

UMW General Meeting
Thursday March 26, at 9:30 am in the Library

North District UMW Local Officer Training
The 2020 Local Officer Training session (Let Your Light Shine – Ignited
For Justice) was held on Saturday, January 18, 2020 at La Canada UMC,
Margaret Cates and Shirley Thomson attended. A Certificate was
presented to Canoga Park 1st UMW for being a Five Star Unit. 

A Five Star Giving makes mission possible. These are the five channels of
Giving required for this award: Pledge to Mission, World Thank
Offering, Special Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission and Gift in
Memory.

CAL-PAC Mid-Winter Event
The Mid-Winter Event is being held at Simi Valley UMC on February 22.
The program is entitled “Economic Inequality – Living Wage for All.”
The speaker is Carol Barton, Executive for Community Action, National
United Methodist Women. Deadline for registration is February 10 and
the cost is $15.00 lunch included. 

UMW Silver Tea
Save the date - Saturday, February 15th at 1:00 pm

In the Fellowship Hall of Canoga Park 1st UMC, 22700 Sherman Way in
West Hills. All are invited: mothers, daughters, grandmothers,
granddaughters, sisters, aunts, friends and neighbors. Some husbands
enjoy attending. A good will offering will be taken. Come and enjoy
musical entertainment and fellowship. Please RSVP to Grace Leighton at
818-267-7567 or by e-mail jleigh 2128@aol.com.
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Bookends
Thursday, February 13

9:30 am 
Library

Man of the Year
by Caroline Louise Walker 

Reviewer: Evelyn Heim
Hostess and Devotions: 

Doris Hood

Sarah Circle
Thursday, February 13

9:30 am
Breakfast at IHOP

Fallbrook & Vanowen.

Faith, Hope & Love
Wednesday, February 19

7:00 pm
Library

Program: 
Shirley Thomson

Hostess: 
Margaret Cates
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Three Kings Day
Mary Mackay

On Sunday, January 5th we celebrated Rosca de
Reyes with a sweet yeast bread during our
fellowship time – a tradition Mexico has celebrated
for more than 400 years. I’ve learned more of the
details to share with you.

The ring-shaped cake celebrates the arrival of the
Three Wise Men in Bethlehem (on Epiphany,
January 6) to visit the baby Jesus. 

It began during Roman times when people
celebrated the beginning of longer days after the
Winter Solstice. The cakes were passed around
between the rich and poor for all to enjoy.

As Grace mentioned, her Grandmother would hide
a dried bean inside the cake. A plastic doll (a baby
Jesus) was in our cake, representing the Bible story
of Jesus being hidden and protected from King
Herod.

According to tradition, the person who finds the
doll promises to throw a party (Candelmas) with
tamales on February 2nd to commemorate the
presentation of Jesus at the Temple (Luke 2:22-40).

Each person is to cut their own piece of cake. The
one doll in our cake was found by Margaret Cates.
No, Margaret! You don’t need to bring tamales on
February 2nd! Next year we will fill the cake with
MANY DOLLS!

Here’s to Our Fellowship Time
Hostesses & Helpers

Following worship, our fellowship time is
enhanced by a table full of refreshments which the
following teams of workers provide.

1st Sunday – Dana Dreyfuss and Dixie Smith

2nd Sunday – Glynene Roe and Chandra Seeger

3rd Sunday – Shirley Ilgenfritz, Diane Rosales and
Jennifer Alderman (a new team member) 

4th Sunday – Margaret Cates, Dawn Hromadka
and Lora O’Connor

Grace Leighton prepares the table, Lora O’Connor
helps make the coffee, Stan Westover and Tim
O’Connor often take out the trash. 

There are “equal opportunity” ways for you to take
part:

* Give your thanks to the food providers; 
* Let one of the team know you would like to

bring food one week; 
* Stay to help clean up or take out the trash; 
* Put a donation in the vase to help purchase the

coffee and supplies. 
It takes a village! We welcome your participation.

With thanks,
Mary Mackay, Coordinator

Transportation Ministry
If you need a ride to church events, 

or if you are interested in becoming a driver
for the transportation ministry, 

please contact 
the church office at 818-340-2950.



Preschool News
February is “Dental Month.” We look forward to
“Dr. Joe,” a local children’s dentist, coming to talk
with us about how to brush our teeth and keep our
beautiful smiles.

Our Bible verse this month reminds us that “A
friend loves at all times. (Proverbs 17:17)”
Preschool is an excellent opportunity to reinforce
this concept of acceptance and forgiveness in our
community of friends.

A big thank you to the church for allowing me to
host a mobile Blood drive in our parking lot for
City of Hope on Jan 14th. It was in honor of one of
my closest friends who is going through treatment
at City of Hope for Lukemia. The drive was a huge
success! We had over 70 donations!

Wendy 
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Good Samaritan Fund
You are welcome to give to the Good Samaritan
Fund any Sunday, but a special Good Sam Offering
is received every Communion Sunday. (The
offering plate is in the center aisle as we gather for
worship.) Through your gifts, the pastor is able to
help people in need.

Sunday, February 2
Football Sunday

Football Sunday showcases the faith journeys of
current NFL players, including interviews with
players competing in the Super Bowl. Bring canned
and boxed food for the West Valley Food Pantry.
Place your donations in a basket representing the
team you want to win.

This is a way for you to vote for your favorite team
and to donate food for families in need. When the
votes are counted, each can or box is one vote.

Easter Flowers
The Worship Ministry is again offering the
opportunity to sponsor a beautiful Easter lily or
Spring flowering plant to decorate the sanctuary
for Easter Sunday. Your dedication will be listed in
the order of worship on Easter. Orders are due by
March 22.

Walker Donated
A gently used walker that is in good condition was
donated to the church. We would be happy to pass
it on to anyone in need. Please contact the office if
you are interested.

Thank Yous
A huge thank you to my church family for the
Christmas gift. I can not tell you how much I
appreciate your thoughtfulness. I so enjoy being
here at FUMCCP. I try to make each Sunday an
enjoyable experience through music and I look
forward to continuing to do just that.

with love and appreciation,
Paul Cady

Thank you very much to the church family for my
Christmas gift. I feel very blessed to be here and I
am grateful for your warmth, kindness, and
generosity. 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Julie Mosley

Dear Pastor Lynn and church friends,

My family and I would like to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for the wonderful $50 gift
card. It was a great surprise for us. 

We put it to good use for a wonderful family
dinner.

Thank you for this lovely blessing.
Mary Beth and family
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Calling Kitchen Types
The shower Ministry needs cooks. Please help if
you can. We serve between 15 and 20 men and
woman each week. They are not picky. Your food
needs to be at church by 8:00 am Tuesday
mornings. Thank you so much for helping us help
our homeless community.

We are a Connectional Church
Here is a bit about how we are organized.

General Conference is the highest legislative body
in The United Methodist Church. It usually
convenes once every four years to determine the
denomination’s future direction.

The California-Pacific Conference is a regional
body of The United Methodist Church, made up of
some 50,000 members in almost 350 local churches
throughout Southern California, parts of Central
California, Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, Guam and
Saipan.

This Conference is led by Resident Bishop Grant J.
Hagiya. The Office of the Resident Bishop, known
as the Episcopal Office, as well as the offices of
Conference Staff are located at the California-
Pacific Conference Center, at 110 S. Euclid Ave.,
Pasadena, CA 91101.

In the Cal-Pac Conference there are several
districts: Hawaii, East, South, West and our district
– North. The North District is led by Rev. Jim
Powell, North District Superintendent. Dorrel
Atteberry is the Administrative Assistant. 
The office is located at 9003 Reseda Blvd, #206,
Reseda, CA 91324. The e-address is
calpacumc.org/northdistrict.

Connections Abroad
Among the current class of Global Mission Fellows
serving around the world are two from different
parts of Asia. They work in Tijuana, Mexico, across
the border from San Diego, California, as migration
ministry advocates in the Northwest Conference of
the Methodist Church of Mexico. In this key
location, where migrants seek relief, wait for justice
and face deportation, they have heard a lifetime of
stories from desperate people hanging on to hope.

Yabes Manokaran, from Tamilnadu, India, has been
working since the fall of 2018 and Eric Agron, from
the Philippines, arrived early in 2019. Global
Mission Fellows in the international track are
young adult missionaries who leave their home
countries to work for two years in placements that
challenge them and push them beyond their
comfort zones.

When Manokaran first began work in Mexico, he
said there were about 6,800 migrants seeking to
cross the border into the United States, but with the
arrival of several caravans of Central Americans
seeking asylum beginning in January 2019, the
number increased to more than 14,000. The New
York Times reported that Tijuana hosted 2,300
asylum seekers waiting in Mexico to cross the
border in February 2019, but by August, that
number had increased to 10,000. In addition, 6,400
asylum seekers who had been waiting in the
United States were sent back to Tijuana, for a total
of 16,400. Across Mexico at that time, a total of
32,000 waited in Mexico for their numbers to be
called to receive an asylum hearing in the United
States.

The Northwest Conference of the Methodist
Church of Mexico supports migrants with food,
clothing, blankets and other resources to meet basic
needs. Early in 2019, the United Methodist
Committee on Relief provided a grant to the
conference to outfit and staff an industrial-sized
kitchen to provide food for asylum seekers stuck in
Tijuana. Named after the Bible verse, Comedor
Juan 6:35 opened in April 2019. Both Manokaran
and Agron volunteer there.



Pauline Glenchur
Barbra Schmidt

Mary Beth Godwin
Charlotte Girvan

Midge Herder
Barbara Dimmick

Stan Westover
Bob & Dawn Hromadka
Roger & Nancy Johnson

Shirley Ilgenfritz
Lynne German

Marie Smith 
Laurie Berger
Jackie Dutcher
Nancy Summer

Charyl Patterson
Ted Stanwood

Joan Kelley
Jean Smith

Jane Bayless
Donna Nall

To receive Prayer Chain 
e-mails, please contact 
Robin Abernathy at

robingreenbird@yahoo.com
“cc” the church office at
crossandflame@att.net

Memorial 
Garden

Interment in our 
Memorial Garden 

is open to all
who request it.
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Mountains of gravel to be spread
over the weed barrier

Happy Sean by his finished Eagle project

Eagle Project
Sean McArthur, a Boy Scout
from troop 777,
headquartered out of the
West Valley Christian
Church, just east of us on
Sherman Way, recently
proposed a project for our
church in his quest to
become an Eagle Scout. 

What he suggested was to
work on the area north of the
Fellowship Hall which has
been overrun by weeds. We
agreed to Sean’s plan which
was to strip off all the weeds
and a couple inches of dirt –
put down a weed barrier and
then cover the entire area
with gravel. Sean was able
to get the entire project
funded on his own – about
$1600. 

His crew of workers
included fellow scouts,
friends, and of course
parents! They had a lot of
hard work and were on a
tight schedule as the project
was done over the Christmas
break from school. 

Now the area is weed free
and the many tons of gravel
that they spread has created
a clean and low maintenance
area of the church. Many
thanks to Sean and his crew
for the hard work that they
put in. The next time you’re
at church check out the area
between Sherman Way and
the Fellowship Hall and
admire a wonderful upgrade
to our church that resulted
from hard work and the Boy
Scouts efforts to give back
to their community. Thank
you Sean!
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